




















































































































































































































   

 
 

           

                     

   
 

 

  

    

  

    

   

    

  Ephemeral streams are found on APNs 223-020-12, 237-
091-03, and 237-093-02. See Aquatic Resources
Technical Report.

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is 
not applicable 

Comments 

LUPA-SW-35 Stipulations for activities in the vicinity of Death 
Valley National Park, Joshua Tree National Park, or 
Mojave National Preserve: The NEPA for activitie  s 
involving groundwater extraction that are in the 
vicinity of Death Valley National Park, Joshua Tree 
National Park, or the Mojave National Preserve 
shall analyze and address any potential impact  s of 
groundwater extraction on Death Valley National 
Park, Joshua Tree National Park, or Mojave 
National Preserve. BLM will consult with the 
National Park Service on this process. The analysis 
or analyses shall include:  

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

Potential impacts on the water balances of 
groundwater basins within these parks and 
preserves 

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

A map identifying all potentially impacted surface 
water resources in the vicinity of the project, 
including a narrative discussion of the delineation 
methods used to discern those surface waters in 
the field  

Yes 

Any project-related modifications to surface water 
 resources, both temporary 

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

 and permanent No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

Analysis of any potential impacts on perennial 
streams, intermittent streams, and ephemeral 
drainages that could negatively impact natural 
riparian buffers 

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is 
not applicable 

Comments 

Impacts of any project proposed truncation, 
realignment, channelization, lining, or filling of 
surface water resources that could change 
drainage patterns, reduce available riparian habitat, 
decrease water storage capacity, or increase water 
flow velocity or sediment deposition, in particular 
where stormwater diverted around or through the 
project site is returned to natural drainage systems 
downslope of the project 

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

Any potential indirect project-related causes of 
hydrologic changes that could exacerbate flooding, 
erosion, scouring, or sedimentation in stream 
channels 

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

Alternatives and mitigation measures proposed to 
reduce or eliminate such impact  s 

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

Visual Resources Management 
LUPA-VRM-1 Manage Visual Resources in accordance with the 

VRM classes sh  own on Figure 9. 
Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS Section 3.16 

Aesthetics and Visual Quality. Applicable to all parcels, 
with APN 237-530-01 being more sensitive given its 
SRMA designation. 

 LUPA-VRM-2 Ensure that activities within each of the VRM Class 
polygons meets the VRM objectives described 
above, as measured through a visual contrast 
rating process. 

Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS Section 3.16 
Aesthetics and Visual Quality. Applicable to all parcels, 
with APN 237-530-01 being more sensitive given its 
SRMA designation. 

Appendix 2-I 

May 2021 

2-I-108 | Page

California High-Speed Rail Authority  

 Bakersfield to Palmdale Project Section Final EIR/EIS 



   

 
 

           

                     

   
 

 

 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is 
not applicable 

Comments 

LUPA-VRM-3 Ensure that transmission facilities are designed and 
located to meet the VRM Class objectives for the 
area in which they are located. New transmission 
lines routed through designated corridors where 
they do not meet VRM Class Objectives will require 
RMP amendments to establish a conforming VRM 
Objective. All reasonable effort must be made to 
reduce visual contrast of these facilities in order to 
meet the VRM Class before pursing RMP 
amendments. This includes changes in routing, 
using lattice towers (vs. monopole), color treating 
facilities using an approved color from the BLM 
Environmental Color Chart CC-001 (dated June 
2008, as updated on April 2014, or the most recent 
version) (vs. galvanized) on towers and support 
facilities, and employing other BMPs to reduce 
contrast. Such efforts will be retained even if an 
RMP amendment is determined to be needed. 
Visual Resource BMPs that reduce adverse visual 
contrast will be applied in VRM Class conforming 
situations. For a reference of BMPs for reducing 
visual impacts see the “Best Management 
Practices for Reducing Visual Impacts of 
Renewable Energy Facilities on BLM-Administered 
Lands”, available at http://www.blm.gov/style/ 
medialib/blm/wo/MINERALS__REALTY__AND_RE 
SOURCE_PROTECTION_/energy/renewable_refer 
ences.Par.1568.File.dat/RenewableEnergyVisualIm 
pacts_BMPs.pdf, or the most recent version of the 
document or BMPs for VRM, as determined by 
BLM. 

Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS Section 3.16 
Aesthetics and Visual Quality. Applicable to all parcels, 
with APN 237-530-01 being more sensitive given its 
SRMA designation. 

 Wilderness Characteristics 
 LUPA-WC-1 Complete an inventory of areas for proposed 

activities that may impact wilderness characteristics 
if an updated wilderness characteristics inventory is 
not available.  

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

Lands with wilderness characteristics do not occur within 
the project section. See Figure 7, DRECP LUPA Lands 
Managed to Protect Wilderness Characteristics, in the 
Final LUPA document. 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is 
not applicable 

Comments 

LUPA-WC-2 Employ avoidance measures as described under 
DFAs and approved transmission corridors. 

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

Lands with wilderness characteristics do not occur within 
the project section. See Figure 7, DRECP LUPA Lands 
Managed to Protect Wilderness Characteristics, in the 
Final LUPA document. 

LUPA-WC-3 For inventoried lands found to have wilderness 
characteristics but not managed for those 
characteristics compensatory mitigation is required 
if wilderness characteristics are directly impacted. 
The compensation will be: 

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

Lands with wilderness characteristics do not occur within 
the project section. See Figure 7, DRECP LUPA Lands 
Managed to Protect Wilderness Characteristics, in the 
Final LUPA document. 

    2:1 ratio for impacts from any activities that 
impact those wilderness characteristics, except in 
DFAs and transmission corridors 

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

    1:1 ratio for impact from any activities that impact 
the wilderness characteristics in DFAs and 
transmission corridors  

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

Wilderness compensatory mitigation may be 
accomplished through acquisition and donation, by 
willing landowners, to the federal government of (a) 
wilderness inholdings, (b) wilderness edge holdings 
that have inventoried wilderness characteristics, or 
(c) other areas within the LUPA Decision Area that
are managed to protect wilderness characteristics.
Restoration of impaired wilderness characteristics
in Wilderness, Wilderness Study Area, and lands
managed to protect wilderness characteristics
could be substituted for acquisition.

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

LUPA-WC-4 For areas identified to be managed to protect 
wilderness characteristics, identified in Figure 7, 
the following CMAs are required: 

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

Lands with wilderness characteristics do not occur within 
the project section. See Figure 7, DRECP LUPA Lands 
Managed to Protect Wilderness Characteristics, in the 
Final LUPA document. 

Include a no surface occupancy stipulation for any 
leasable minerals with no exceptions, waivers, or 
modifications. 

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

Exclude these areas from land use authorizations, 
including transmission.  

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is 
not applicable 

Comments 

Close areas to construction of new roads and 
routes. Vehicles will continue to be permitted on 
existing designated routes. 

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

Close areas to mineral material sales.  No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

Prohibit commercial or personal-use permits for 
extraction of materials (e. g. no wood-cutting 
permits). 

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

Manage the area as VRM II. No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

Require that new structures and facilities are 
related to the protection or enhancement of 
wilderness characteristics or are necessary for the 
management of uses allowed under the land use 
plan. 

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

Make lands unavailable for disposal from federal 
ownership. 

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

LUPA-WC-5 Manage the following Wilderness Inventory Units to 
protect wilderness characteristics: 

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 

Lands with wilderness characteristics do not occur within 
the project section. See Figure 7, DRECP LUPA Lands 
Managed to Protect Wilderness Characteristics, in the 
Final LUPA document. 

132A-2 / 132A-3 / 132B / 136 / 136-1 / 145-1-1 / 
145-2-1 / 145-3-1 / 149-2 / 150-2-2 / 158-1 / 158-2 /
159 / 159-1 / 159A-1 / 160 / 160-1 / 160B-2A /
160B-2B / 160B-2F / 160B-3A / 160B-4A / 160B-3B
/ 160B-4B / 170-1 / 170-3 / 193-1 / 206-1-1 / 206-1-
2 / 206-1-3 / 206-1-4 / 222-2-1 / 251-1 / 251-1-1 /
251-1-2 / 251-2-2 / 251-3 / 251A / 252 / 259-1 /
259-2 / 266-1 / 276-1 / 276-3 / 277 / 277A-1 / 278 /
280 / 294-1 / 294-2 / 295 / 295A / 304-2 / 305-1 /
305-2 / 307-1 / 307-2 / 307-1-1 / 307-1-2 / 307-1-3 /
312-1 / 312-2 / 312-3 / 322-1 / 325-1 / 325-2 / 325-
3 / 325-4 / 325-5 / 325-7 / 325-8 / 315-14 / 325-17 /
329 / 352-2 / 352A / 352A-1 / 354 / 355-1 / 355-2 /
355-3

No This resource is not found 
on the project site. 
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Table 2-I-2 Transmission Policies 

CMA # CMA Tex  t Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
 applicable 

       

 
 

              

                    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comm  ents 

Biological Resources 
LUPA-TRANS-

 BIO-1 
Where feasible and appropriate for resource 
protection, site transmission activities along roads 
or other previously disturbed areas to minimize 
new surface disturbance, reduce perching 
opportunities for the Common Raven, and 
minimize collision risks for birds and bats. 

Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 2.3.6 Traction Power Distribution. Work 
involving transmission lines will go through 
environmental review. Applicable to BLM property 
APNs 237-091-03 and 237-093-02. 

LUPA-TRANS-
 BIO-2 

Flight diverters will be installed on all transmission 
activities spanning or within 1,000 feet of stream 
and wash channels, canals, ponds, and any other 
natural or artificial body of water. The type of flight 
diverter selected will be subject to approval by 
BLM, in coordin  ation with USFWS and CDFW as 
appropriate, and will be based on the best 
available scientific and commercial data regarding 
the prevention of bird collisions with transmission 
and guy wires. 

Yes 

 

See project EIR/EIS Section 3.7.7.2 
Mitigation Measures, BIO-IAMF#12 Bird 
Protection. Applicable to BLM property APNs 
237-091-03 and 237-093-02.

LUPA-TRANS-
 BIO-3 

 

When siting transmission activities, the alignment 
should avoid, to the maximum extent practicable, 
being located across canyons or on ridgelines. Site 
and design sufficient distance between 
transmission lines to prevent electrocution of 
condors. 

Yes 

 

See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.7.7, BIO-IAMF#12: Bird Protection. 
Applicable to BLM property APNs 
237-091-03 and 237-093-02.

LUPA-TRANS-
 BIO-4 

Siting of transmission activities will be prioritized 
within designated utility corridors, where possible,  
and designed to avoid, where possible, and 
otherwise minimize and offset impacts to sand 
transport processes in Aeolian corridors, rare 
vegetation alliances and Focus and BLM Special 
Status Species. Transmission substations will be 
sited to avoid Aeolian corridors, rare vegetation 
alliances, and sand-dependent Focus and BLM 
Special Status Species habitats.  

Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.7.7 Impact Avoidance and Minimization 
Features and Mitigation Measures. Applicable to 
BLM property APNs 237-091-03 and 237-093-02. 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

   

 
 

           

                     

   
 

 

 
 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

Comments 

Cultural Resources & Tribal Interests 
LUPA-TRANS-

 CUL-1 
For transmission (and renewable energy) activities, 
require the applicant to pay all appropriate costs 
associated with the following processes, through 
the appropriate BLM funding mechanism:  

Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.17 Cultural Resources. Applicable to all 
BLM parcels.  

All appropriate costs associated with the BLM’s 
analysis of the DRECP geodatabase and other 
sources for cultural resources sensitivity.  

Yes 

All appropriate costs associated with preliminary 
sensitivity analysis.  

Yes 

All appropriate costs associated with the Section 
106 process including the identification and 
defining of cultural resources. These costs may 
also include logistical, travel, and other support 
costs incurred by tribes in the consultation process.  

Yes 

LUPA-TRANS-
 CUL-2 

Consistent and in compliance with the NHPA 
Programmatic Agreement, signed February 5, 
2016, or the most up to date signed version – for 
transmission (and renewable energy) activities, a 
compensatory mitigation fee will be required within 
the LUPA Decision Area to address cumulative 
and some indirect adverse effects to historic 
properties. The mitigation fee will be calculated in a 
manner that is commensurate to the size and 
regional impacts of the project. Refer to the NHPA 
Programmatic Agreement for details regarding the 
mitigation fee.  

Yes 
 

See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.17 Cultural Resources. Applicable to all 
BLM parcels.  

LUPA-TRANS-
 CUL-3 

For transmission (and renewable energy) activities, 
the management fee rate will be determined 
through the NHPA programmatic Section 106 
consultation process that will be completed as part 
of the DRECP land use plan amendment. 

Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.17 Cultural Resources. Applicable to all 
BLM parcels.  
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

LUPA-TRANS-
 CUL-4 

For transmission (and renewable energy) activities, 
demonstrate that results of cultural resources 
sensitivity, based on the DRECP geodatabase, 
and other sources, are used as part of the initial 
planning pre-application process and to select of 
specific footprints for further consideration.  

Yes 
 See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 

Section 3.17 Cultural Resources. Applicable to all 
BLM parcels.  

LUPA-TRANS-
 CUL-5 

For transmission (and renewable energy) activities, 
provide a statistically significant sample survey a  s 
part of the pre-application process, unless the BLM 
determines the DRECP geodatabase and other 
sources are adequate to assess cultural resources 
sensitivity of specific footprints.  

Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.17 Cultural Resources. Applicable to all 
BLM parcels.  

LUPA-TRANS-
 CUL-6 

For transmission (and renewable energy) activities, 
provide justification in the application why the 
project consider  ations merit moving forward if the 
specific footprint lies within an area identified or 
forecast as sensitive for cultural resources by the 
BLM. 

Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.17 Cultural Resources. Applicable to all 
BLM parcels.  

LUPA-TRANS-
 CUL-7 

For transmission (and renewable energy) activities, 
complete the NHPA Section 106 Process as 
specified in 36 CFR Part 800, or  via an alternate 
procedure, allowed for under 36 CFR Part 800.14  
prior to issuing a ROD or ROW grant on any utility-
scale renewable energy or transmission project. 
For utility-scale solar energy developments, the 
BLM may follow the Solar Programmatic 
Agreement. 

Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.17 Cultural Resources. Applicable to all 
BLM parcels.  

 Wilderness Characteristics 
LUPA-TRANS-

 WC-1 
Allow transmission activities in areas inventoried 
and identified as lands with wilderness 
characteristics. 

No The project section is not located  
on federal lands with this 
designation.  
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

LUPA-TRANS-
 WC-2 

For inventoried lands found to have wilderness 
characteristics impacted by transmission activities, 
compensatory mitigation is required at a 1:1 ratio if 
wilderness characteristics are directly impacted. 
This may be accomplished through acquisition and 
donation, from willing landowners, to the federal 
government of (a) wilderness inholdings, (b) 
wilderness edge holdings that have inventoried 
wilderness characteristics, or (c) other areas within 
the LUPA Decision Area that are managed to 
protect wilderness characteristics. Restoration of 
impaired wilderness characteristics in Wilderness, 
Wilderness Study Area, and lands managed to 
protect wilderness characteristics could be 
substituted for acquisition.  

No The project section is not located  
on federal lands with this 
designation. 
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Table 2-I-3 Compensation Policies 

 CMA # CMA Tex  t Applicab  ility Explanation: Why CMA is not 
 applicable 

Comm  ents 

LUPA-COMP-
1 

For third party actions, compensation activitie  s 
must be initiated or completed within 12 months 
from the time the resource impact occurs (e.g. 
ground disturbance, habitat removal, route 
obliteration, etc. for construction activities; wildlife  
mortality, visual impacts, etc. due to operations).  

Yes 
 

See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.7.7.2. Applicable to all BLM parcels.  

BLM will determine, in the environmental analysis, 
the activity/project-level timing of the compensation 
(i.e. initiated, completed or a combination) based 
on the specific resources being impacted, and 
scope and content of the activity.   

Yes 

A 6 month extension may be authorized, subject to 
approval by the authorizing officer, dependent on 
the resources impacted and compensation due 
diligence of the project developer.  

Yes 

LUPA-COMP-
2 

For BLM initiated activities, compensation activities 
will be initiated or completed within 12 months from 
the time the resource impact occurs (e.g. ground 
disturbance, habitat removal, route obliteration, 
etc. for construction activities; wildlife mortality, 
visual impacts, etc. due to operations), subject to 
federal budget appropriations. 

No The project section is not located  
on federal lands with this 
designation. 

BLM will determine, in the environmental analysis, 
the activity/project-level timing of its compensation 
(i.e. initiated, completed or a combination) based 
on the specific resources being impacted, and 
scope and content of its activity.  

No The project section is not located  
on federal lands with this 
designation. 

The estimated costs and 12 month timing of 
required compensation will be built into the 
activity/project design and environmental analysis. 

No The project section is not located  
on federal lands with this 
designation. 
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Table 2-I-4 Ecological and Cultural Conservation 

 CMA # CMA Tex  t Applicab  ility Explanation: Why CMA is not 
 applicable 

   

 
 

           

                     

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Comm  ents 

Dune Vegetation Types, Aeolian Processes and Associated Species: North American Warm Desert Dune & Sand Flat  s 
CONS-BIO-

 DUNE-1 
All long-term structures will be setback 0.25 mile  
from Aeolian corridors and Mojave fringe-toed 
lizard suitable habitat. 

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

This vegetation community and species do not 
occur in any of the BLM parcels or anywhere 
along this sectio  n of the HSR. 

CONS-BIO-
 DUNE-2 

All activities will be sited and/or configured to 
maintain the spatial extent, habitat quality, and 
ecological function of Aeolian transport corridors 
unless related to maintenance of existing (at the 
time of the DRECP LUPA ROD) facilities/activities. 

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

Roads will not be paved, unless paving is needed 
to meet another resource objective and Aeolian 
processes can be preserved. 

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

Newly constructed roads and/or routes may be 
considered if they benefit minimization measures 
for natural, cultural and ecological resources of 
concern. 

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

Plant Focus & BLM Special Status Species 
CONS-BIO-
PLANT-1 

Occurrences of plant Focus and BLM Special 
Status Species, including in designated 
transmission corridors, will be avoided, to the 
maximum extent practicable (see “unavoidable 
impacts to resour  ces” in the Glossary of Terms). 

Yes 
 

See Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Subsection 3.7.7.1 Recommended Impact 
Avoidance and Minimization Measures and 
Subsection 3.7.7.2 Mitigation Measures. 
Applicable to all BLM parcels.  

Individual Focus Species: Desert Tor  toise 
CONS-BIO-IFS-
1 

All activities, except transmission, that will result in 
the long-term removal of habitat supporting an 
adult desert tortoise density (i.e., individuals 
160mm or more) of more than 5 per square mile or 
more than 35 individuals total are prohibited. The 
number of desert tortoises on an activity site will be 
based on estimates derived from the protocol 
surveys described previously using the USFWS’s 
pre-activity survey protocol.  

Yes See Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Subsection 3.7.7.1 Recommended Impact 
Avoidance and Minimization Measures and 
Subsection 3.7.7.2 Mitigation Measures. 
Applicable to APNs 237-091-03 and 
237-093-02
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

CONS-BIO-IFS-
2 

All activities, except transmission, in desert tortoise 
TCAs or linkages, as identified in Appendix D, that  
will result in long-term removal of habitat 
supporting more than 5 adult individuals are 
prohibited. The number of desert tortoises on-site 
is based on estimates derived from the protocol 
surveys described previously using the USFWS’s 
pre-activity survey protocol.  

No The project section is not within the 
range or habitat of this species.  

CONS-BIO-IFS-
3 

Ground disturbance caps as per Table 20 are 
reflected in the individual ACEC Special Unit 
Management Plans and maps in Appendix B. 
Refer to the California Desert National 
Conservation Lands, Section II.2.1, and ACECs, 
Section II.2.2, for a description of how the BLM 
Conservation Lands Ground Disturbance Cap will 
be applied, including measured, activity approval 
and the disturbance mitigation strategy. The same 
implementation methodology is repeated in CMAs 
NLCS-DIST-2 and ACEC-DIST-2. Table 20 
provides the specific desert tortoise conservation 
area and linkage ground disturbance caps in the 
BLM LUPA conservation designations.  

No 
 

The project section is not within the 
range or habitat of this species.  

Individual Focus Species: Gila Woodpecker 
CONS-BIO-IFS-
4 

All activities will be avoided in the vicinity of Corn 
Springs and Milpitas Wash, except as 
administratively necessary or necessary to support 
existing facilities, as determined by BLM, in order 
to protect previously occupied an  d future restored 
suitable nesting habitat for the Gila woodpecker. 

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

The project section is not within the range of this 
species. 

Individual Focus Species: Golden Eagle 
CONS-BIO-IFS-
5 

The cumulative loss of foraging habitat within a 4 
mile radius around active or alternative golden 
eagle nests will be limited to less than 10% in BLM 
LUPA conservation designations.  

Yes See Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS Section 
3.7 for planned surveys and avoidance, 
minimization, and mitigation measures. 
Applicable to APNs 237-091-03 and 237-093-
02. 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

   

 
 

           

                     

   
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Comments 

Individual Focus Species: Desert Bighorn Sheep 
CONS-BIO-IFS-
6 

BLM designated routes and trails will be 
appropriately seasonally signed to limit use to the  
routes and trails, if necessary to reduce impacts 
from recreational use to lambing  and rearing. 

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

CONS-BIO-IFS-
7 

For non-BLM Lessee’s, domestic livestock will not  
be allowed to be trailed (transported on foot 
[herded]) through known or likely to be occupied 
bighorn sheep habitat, to minimize exposure and  
disease transmission to bighorn sheep. Vehicular 
movement of livestock will be allowable. Livestock 
will not be allowed to exit the vehicle transport, 
except in emergencies, while on BLM- 
administered land. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

For BLM Lessee’s, consistent with existing (at time 
of DRECP LUPA ROD) leases and allotment 
plans, domestic livestock will be controlled and 
moved to minimize exposure and disease 
transmission to bighorn sheep, using techniques 
including but not limited to fencing with adequate 
buffers, vehicle transport, and timing. Vehicular 
movement of livestock will be allowable. Livestock 
will remain in the vehicle transport, except in 
emergencies, while on BLM-administered land, 
unless at the destination.  

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

For BLM grazing Lessee’s, trailing of domestic 
sheep between discontiguous allotments, may be 
permitable if done in a manner, including timing, 
which prevents interaction with bighorn sheep and 
avoids disease transmission from domestic sheep 
to bighorn sheep. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

At the time of grazing allotment lease and/or 
allotment plan renewal, a measure to eliminate 
trailing within allotments (movement of domestic 
livestock on foot or herding) through known or 
likely to be occupied bighorn sheep habitat will be  
considered and analyzed using the best available 
science on domestic livestock disease 
transmission to bighorn sheep. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

CONS-BIO-IFS-
8 

To reduce the impact on bighorn sheep from 
domestic livestock in grazing allotments, BLM will: 

No The project section is not within the 
range or habitat of this species.  

Accept voluntarily retirement of allotments No The project section is not within the 
range or habitat of this species.  

Accept donation of allotments as one component 
of mitigation  

No The project section is not within the 
range or habitat of this species.  

Require specific terms and conditions in renewed 
grazing permits, as needed 

No The project section is not within the 
range or habitat of this species.  

Consider converting domestic sheep allotments to 
cattle allotments 

No The project section is not within the 
range or habitat of this species.  

Consistent with existing or renewed grazing 
allotment plans, remove or alter livestock fencing 
to enhance bighorn sheep movements. 

No The project section is not within the 
range or habitat of this species.  

Individual Focus Species: Mohave Ground Squirrel  
CONS-BIO-IFS-
9 

Long-term vegetation removal within key 
population centers and linkages from activities,  
requiring an EA or EIS, that may impact the 
Mohave ground squirrel is prohibited, unless the 
activity is compatible with Mohave ground squirrel 
conservation and management. Compatible land  
uses are those described in the BLM LUPA for 
ACECs where Mohave ground squirrel occur. 

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

No Mohave ground squirrel key population 
centers of linkages occur along the HSR route 
alternatives. 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

CONS-BIO-IFS-
10 

To the maximum extent practicable (see Glossary 
of Terms) and/or as allowed under existing 
permits, establish and maintain fencing to exclude 
cattle, horses, sheep, and other potential grazers 
from areas that are protected and managed for 
Mohave ground squirrel and from vegetation 
stands that are important foraging habitat, 
including winterfat and spiny hopsage. 

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  
 

No Mohave ground squirrel protected areas 
occur on BLM lands crossed by the HSR.  

Comprehensive Trails & Travel Management 
CONS-CTTM  -1 Refer to the individual California Desert National 

Conservation Lands and ACEC Special Unit 
Management Plans in Appendix A and B, 
respectively, for specific objectives, management 
actions and allowable uses. Manage roads/trails 
consistent with California Desert National 
Conservation Lands/ACEC goals and objectives 
and as designated in Trails and Travel 
Management Plans (TTMPs) or  Resource 

 Management Plans (RMPs). 

No 
 

The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Recreation & Visitor Services 
CONS-REC  -1 In California Desert National Conservation Lands 

and ACECs that overlap with SRMAs and ERMAs, 
manage in accordance with the Special Unit 
Management Plans for the SRMA/ERMA and the 
applicable ecological and cultural conservation 
unit. If there is a conflict between the California 
Desert National Conservation Lands or ACEC 
management and the SRMA/ERMA management, 
the BLM will apply the most protective 
management (i.e., management that best supports 
natural and cultural resource conservation and 
limits impacts to the values for which the 
conservation unit was designated).  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

CONS-REC  -2 Maintain targeted recreation activities, experiences 
and benefits as consistent with the protection of 
the values for which the ecological and cultural 
conservation unit was designated. Maintain, and 
where possible enhance, the recreation setting 
characteristics: physical components of 
remoteness, naturalness and facilities; social 
components of contact, group size and evidence of 
use; and operational components of access, visitor 
services and management controls.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

BLM parcels are not designated for targeted 
recreation activities.  

CONS-REC-3 Design public access features (access roads, 
roadside stops, trailheads, interpretive sites, etc.) 
to support or enhance conservation values for 
California Desert National Conservation Land unit  s 
and ACECs. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

No public access is designated for the ACEC 
parcel other than a BLM dirt road.  
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Table 2-I-6 Area of Critical Environmental Concern 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

Cultural Resources & Tribal Interests 
ACEC-CUL-1 Survey, identify and record new cultural resources 

within ACEC boundaries prioritizing ACECs where 
the relevant and important criteria include cultural 
resources. 

Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.17.8.1 Mitigation Measures for Build 
Alternatives, CUL-IAMF #3: Pre-Construction 
Cultural Resources Survey. May be applicable 
to BLM APN 223-020-12. Alternatives would be 
underground in a dual bore (twin) tunnel design 
at a depth of approximately 220 to 320 feet for 
the entire length. 

ACEC-CUL-2 Develop baseline assessment of specific natural 
and man-made threats to cultural resources in 
ACECs (i.e., erosion, looting and vandalism, 
grazing, OHV), prioritizing ACECs where the 
relevant and important criteria include cultural 
resources. 

Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.17.8.1 Mitigation Measures for Build 
Alternatives, General Mitigation Measure #1: 
Plan for Protection and/or Repair of Inadvertent 
Damage, General Mitigation Measure #2: 
Recordation/Documentation of Historic 
Properties, and CUL-IAMF #3: Pre-Construction 
Cultural Resources Survey. May be applicable 
to BLM APN 223-020-12. Alternatives would be 
underground in a dual bore (twin) tunnel design 
at a depth of approximately 220 to 320 feet for 
the entire length. 

ACEC-CUL-3 Provide on-going monitoring for cultural resources 
based on the threat assessment, prioritizing 
ACECs where the relevant and important criteria 
include cultural resources.  

Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.17.8.1 Mitigation Measures for Build 
Alternatives, CUL-IAMF #5: Archaeological 
Monitoring Plan and Implementation. May be 
applicable to BLM APN 223-020-12. Alternatives 
would be underground in a dual bore (twin) 
tunnel design at a depth of approximately 220 to 
320 feet for the entire length.  
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

ACEC-CUL-4 Provide on-going monitoring for cultural resources 
based on the threat assessment, prioritizing 
ACECs where the relevant and important criteria 
include cultural resources.  

Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.17.8.1 Mitigation Measures for Build 
Alternatives, CUL-IAMF #5: Archaeological 
Monitoring Plan and Implementation. May be 
applicable to BLM APN 223-020-12. Alternatives 
would be underground in a dual bore (twin) 
tunnel design at a depth of approximately 220 to 
320 feet for the entire length. 

ACEC-CUL-5 Identify, develop or incorporate standard protection 
measures and best management practices to 
address threats. 

Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.17.8.1 Mitigation Measures for Build 
Alternatives. May be applicable to BLM APN 
223-020-12. Alternatives would be underground
in a dual bore (twin) tunnel design at a depth of
approximately 220 to 320 feet for the entire
length.

ACEC-CUL-6 Where specific threats are identified, implement 
protection measures consistent with agency NHPA 
Section 106 responsibilities. 

Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.17.8.1 Mitigation Measures for Build 
Alternatives. May be applicable to BLM APN 
223-020-12. Alternatives would be underground
in a dual bore (twin) tunnel design at a depth of
approximately 220 to 320 feet for the entire
length.

Ground Disturbance Cap 
ACEC-DIST-1 Development in ACECs is limited by specified 

ground disturbance caps which are the total 
ground disturbance (existing [past and present] 
plus future). The specific ACEC ground 
disturbance caps are delineated in each of the 
individual ACEC Special Unit Management Plans 
(Appendix B). The ground disturbance caps will be 
used, managed and implemented following the 
methodology for California Desert National 
Conservation Lands and ACECs identified in 
Section II.2 and repeated in CMAs NLCS-DIST-2, 
and ACEC-DIST-2.  

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA.  

All HSR development in BLM ACEC APN 223-
020-12 will be underground and will not be
subject to ground disturbance caps.
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

ACEC-DIST-2 Specifically, the ground disturbance caps would be 
implemented as a limitation and objective using the 
following process: 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA.  

All HSR development in BLM ACEC APN 223-
020-12 will be underground and will not be
subject to ground disturbance caps.

– Limitation: If the ground disturbance condition
of the ACEC is below the designated ground
disturbance cap (see calculation method), the
ground disturbance cap is a limitation on
ground-disturbing activities within the
California Desert National Conservation
Lands and/or ACEC, and precludes approval
of future discretionary ground disturbing
activities (see exceptions below) above the
cap.

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA.  
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

– Objective, triggering disturbance mitigation: If
the ground disturbance condition of the ACEC
is at or above its designated cap, the cap
functions as an objective, triggering the
specific ground disturbance mitigation
requirement. Ground disturbance mitigation is
unique to ground disturbance cap
implementation and a discrete form of
compensatory mitigation, separate from other
required mitigation in the DRECP LUPA (see
Glossary of Terms). The ground disturbance
mitigation requirement remains in effect for all
(see exceptions below) activities until which
time the ACEC drops below the cap, at which
time the cap becomes a limitation and the
ground disturbance mitigation is no longer a
requirement. If ground disturbance mitigation
opportunities do not exist in a unit (see below
for “unit” of measurement), ground disturbing
activities (see exceptions below) will not be
allowed in that unit until which time
opportunities for ground disturbance
mitigation in the unit become available (see
types and forms of ground disturbance
mitigation below) or the unit recovers and
drops below the cap.

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA.  

California High-Speed Rail Authority  

 Bakersfield to Palmdale Project Section Final EIR/EIS 



       

 
 

              

                    

   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

– Actions necessary to control the immediate
impacts of an emergency that are urgently
needed to reduce the risk to life, property, or
important natural, cultural, or historic
resources, in accordance with 43 Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR) 46.150, are an
exception to the ground disturbance cap
limitation, objective and ground disturbance
mitigation requirements. Ground disturbance
from emergency actions will count in the
ground disturbance calculation for other
activities, and also be available for ground
disturbance mitigation opportunities and

 restoration, as appropriate.

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

Calculating ground  disturbance: Ground 
disturbance will be calculated on BLM managed 
land at the time of an individual proposal, by BLM 
for a BLM initiated action or by a third party for an 
activity needing BLM approval or authorization, for 
analysis in the activity-specific National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document. Once 
BLM approves/accepts or conducts a calculation 
for a ACEC, that calculation is considered the 
baseline of past and present disturbance and is 
valid for 12 months, and can be used by other 
proposed activities in the same unit. Ground 
disturbances, that meet the criteria below, would 
be added into the calculation for the 12 month 
period without having to revisit the entire 
calculation After a 12 month period has passed 
and a proposed action triggers the disturbance 
calculation, BLM will examine the existing ground 
disturbance calculation to determine: 1) if the 
calculation is still reliable, in which case add in any 
additional disturbance that has occurred since that 
calculation; or 2) if the disturbance must be 
recalculated in its entirety. Once completed for a 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

specific activity, the ground disturbance calculation 
may be used throughout the activity’s 
environmental analysis. However, the BLM may 
recalculate the affected unit(s) or portions of the 
unit(s) if it determines such recalculation is 
necessary for the BLM’s environmental analysis.  
Unit of measurement: When calculating the 
ground disturbance, it is necessary to identify the 
appropriate unit level at which the disturbance will 
be calculated. For ground disturbing activities that 
occur within an ACEC, the disturbance calculation 
will be based on the ACEC unit boundary, or the 
boundary of the disturbance cap area(s), 
whichever area is smaller. If there is overlap 
between California Desert National Conservation 
Lands and an ACEC, the calculation will take place 
based on the smallest unit. If an activity/project 
overlaps two or more smaller units, the cap will be 
calculated, individually, for all affected units.  

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

Ground disturbance includes: The calculation 
shall include existing ground disturbance in 
addition to the estimated ground disturbance from 
the proposed activity (future) determined at the 
time of the individual proposal:  

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

– Authorized/approved ground disturbing
activities – built and not yet built 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

– BLM identified routes – all routes, trails, etc.,
authorized and unauthorized, identified in the
Ground Transportation Linear Feature (GTLF)
and/or other BLM route network database
(i.e., BLM local databases that contain the
best available data on routes and trails,
replacement for GTLF, etc.), following
applicable BLM standards and policy for
identification of routes (authorized and
unauthorized)

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

– Assumptions may be used to identify the
percentage/degree/area/etc. of ground
disturbance for a specific authorized/
approved activity or activity-type based on:

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

○ Activity-specific environmental analysis,
such as NEPA or ESA Section 7
Biological Assessment

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

○ Known and documented patterns of
ground disturbance

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

○ Other documented site-specific factors
that limit or play a role in ground
disturbance, such as topography,
geography, hydrology (e.g. desert
washes obliterating authorized routes on
a regular basis), historical and predicted
patterns of use

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

– Any unauthorized disturbance that can be
seen at a 1:10,000 scale using the best
available aerial imagery

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 

Bakersfield to Palmdale Project Section Final EIR/EIS Page | 2‐I‐129 



   

 
 

           

                     

   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

– Ground disturbance from wildfire, animals, or
other disturbances that can be seen at a
1:10,000 scale using the best available aerial
imagery

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

– Historic Route 66 maintenance - potential
ground disturbance estimates: 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

– As part of the ground disturbance calculation,
the potential disturbance associated with
estimated operations related to the
maintenance of Historic Route 66 will
automatically be included in the ground
disturbance calculation as existing ground
disturbance for the units specified below, until
which time these estimated acres are no
longer necessary due to approved operations:
○ South Amboy-Mojave California Desert

National Conservation Lands 221 acres
○ Bristol Mountains ACEC  92 acres
○ Chemehuevi ACEC 43 acres
○ Pisgah ACEC 86 acres

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

– The estimated ground disturbance acreage
includes disturbance associated with potential
access to the locations if no current access
exists.

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

– The estimated ground disturbance acres for
maintenance of Historic Route 66 in the
before mentioned conservation units is not
approval of these activities by BLM. Activities
associated with the management and
maintenance of Historic Route 66 on BLM
administered land will follow all applicable
laws, regulations and policies. 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 
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Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

Exceptions to the disturbance calculation:  No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

– Actions necessary to control the immediate
impacts of an emergency that are urgently
needed to reduce the risk to life, property, or
important natural, cultural, or historic
resources, in accordance with 43 CFR
46.150, will not be required to conduct a
disturbance calculation. If the actions are
ground disturbing, that disturbance will count
towards the disturbance cap when next
calculated for non-emergency activities. 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

– BLM authorized/approved research or
restoration activities that are designed or
intended to promote and enhance the
relevant and important values for which the
ACEC was designated.

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

– Actions that are entirely within the footprint of
an existing authorized/approved site of
ground disturbance that is within the
calculation above.

No 
 

The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

– Livestock grazing permit renewals (however,
water developments or other range
improvements requiring an Environmental
Assessment or Environmental Impact
Statement would be subject to the
disturbance calculation and any mitigation

 requirements).

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

Ground disturbance mitigation: The purpose of 
ground disturbance mitigation (disturbance 
mitigation) is to allow actions to occur in California 
Desert National Conservation Lands and/or ACEC 
that is at or above its designated disturbance 
cap(s), while at the same time providing a 
restoration mechanism that will, over time, improve 
the condition of the unit(s) and take them below 
their cap. Disturbance mitigation is compensatory. 
Disturbance mitigation is unique to ground 
disturbance cap implementation and a discrete 
form of compensatory mitigation, separate from 
other required mitigation in the DRECP (see 
Glossary of Terms).  

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

Disturbance mitigation may only be used for 
ground disturbance that is otherwise allowed by 
the LUPA and consistent with the purposes for 
which the California Desert National Conservation 
Lands and/or ACEC was designated. Areas used 
for disturbance mitigation are still considered 
disturbed until which time they meet the “Ground 
Disturbance Recovery” criteria in the description 
below. 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

Unit for implementing disturbance mitigation: The 
appropriate unit level for implementing disturbance
mitigation is the same as that used for calculating 
ground disturbance. For ground disturbing 
activities that occur within an ACEC, the 
disturbance mitigation will be required within the 
ACEC unit boundary, or the boundary of the 
disturbance cap area(s), whichever area is smaller
If there is overlap between California Desert 
National Conservation Lands and an ACEC, the 
disturbance mitigation will take place in the 
smallest unit. If an activity/project overlaps two or 
more smaller units, disturbance mitigation will be  
required for all units that are at or over their 
specified disturbance cap.  

 

. 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

No disturbance mitigation required: If the 
calculated ground disturbance for the unit(s) is 
under the cap: 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

– No disturbance mitigation required; use
activity design features to minimize new
ground disturbance and help stay below cap. 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

Disturbance mitigation required: If the calculated 
ground disturbance is at or above the unit(s) cap, 
disturbance mitigation is required: 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

– Use activity design features to minimize new
ground disturbance to the extent practicable. 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

– For the portion of the proposed activity that is
located on land within an area previously
disturbed by an authorized/approved action
that has been terminated the required
disturbance mitigation ratio is 1.  5 (1½):1.

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

– For the portion of the proposed activity that is
located on undisturbed land or land disturbed
by unauthorized activities, the required
disturbance mitigation ratio is 3:1.

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

– Although the BLM is not required to calculate
the ground disturbance cap before
approving/authorizing an activity under a
Categorical Exclusion, if the BLM knows an
area is at or exceeding the cap, the
disturbance mitigation requirements would
apply to that activity. 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

– In the rare circumstance where the BLM
authorizes activities on areas restored (e.g.,
as disturbance or other forms of mitigation),
the required disturbance mitigation ratio
requirement is doubled, that is, 3:1 or 6:1,
respectively. 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

– If disturbance mitigation opportunities do not
exist in a unit, ground-disturbing activities
(see exceptions below) will not be allowed in
that unit until which time opportunities for
disturbance mitigation in the unit become
available (see types and forms of disturbance
mitigation below) or the unit recovers and
drops below the cap.

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

Exceptions to the disturbance mitigation 
 requirement: 

– Any portion of the proposed activity that is
located on land previously disturbed by an
existing, valid authorized/approved action. 

– Livestock grazing permit renewals (however,
water developments or other range
improvements requiring an Environmental
Assessment or Environmental Impact
Statement would be subject to the
disturbance calculation and any mitigation

 requirements).
– Land use authorization assignments and

renewals with no change in use. 
– BLM authorized/approved activities that are

designed and implemented to reduce existing
ground disturbance, such as ecological,
cultural, or habitat restoration or
enhancement activities. 

– Non-discretionary actions, where BLM has no
authority to require compensatory mitigation. 

No 
 

The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

Types and forms of disturbance mitigation:  No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

–  Restoration of previously disturbed BLM lands 
within the boundary of the specific ACEC 
unit(s) being impacted. 

–  Acquisition of undisturbed lands within the 
boundary of the specific ACEC unit being 
impacted.  

–  Ground disturbance mitigation can be 
“nested” (i.e., combined) with other resource 
mitigation requirements, when appropriate. 
For example, a parcel restored for desert 
tortoise habitat mitigation may also satisfy the 
disturbance mitigation requirement if the 
parcel is within the appropriate unit of 
California Desert National Conservation 
Lands, ACEC boundary, or smaller 
disturbance cap unit. 

No 
 

The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

Ground Disturbance Recovery No 
 

The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

In general, California Desert National Conservation 
Lands and/or ACEC ground disturbance recovery 
would be determined during the decadal ground 
disturbance threshold ecoregion trend monitoring 
assessments (see below, and Monitoring and 
Adaptive Management). California Desert National 
Conservation Lands and/or ACEC recovery may 
be assessed at intermediate intervals, in between 
the decadal assessments, at BLM’s discretion 
based on adequate funding and staffing. Between 
the decadal assessments, BLM will assume 
disturbed areas and units (same as used for 
calculations and mitigation) are not yet recovered 
until data is presented and BLM determines the 
area meets one of the two criteria below: 
• Field verification that disturbed area(s) are

dominated by the establishment of native
shrubs, as appropriate for the site, and
demonstrated function of ecological processes
(e.g., water flow, soil stability).

• Ground disturbance can no longer be seen at
the 1:10,000 scale using the best available
aerial imagery.

No 
 

The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

Areas within California Desert National 
Conservation Lands and/or ACEC(s) may be 
determined recovered by BLM at any time, once 
one of the two criteria above are met, prior to the 
entire unit (of calculation and mitigation) being 
determined recovered. Areas determined 
recovered by BLM would be removed from the 
subsequent ground disturbance calculation for that 
unit. 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

   

 
 

           

                     

   
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

Comments 

Lands & Realty 
ACEC-LANDS-
1 

Renewable energy activities are not allowed. 
ACECs are right-of-way avoidance areas for all 
other land use authorizations, except when 
identified as right-of-way exclusion areas in the 
individual unit’s Special Management Plan 
(Appendix B). Transmission is allowed. Re-
powering of an existing wind facility is allowed if 
the re-power project remains within the existing 
approved wind energy ROW and reduces 
environmental impacts.  

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

All HSR development in BLM ACEC APN 223-
020-12 will be underground and will not be
subject to ground disturbance caps.

ACEC-LANDS-
2 

All lands within Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern are identified for retention. If the BLM 
determines that disposal through exchange would 
result in a net benefit to the values of the ACEC, it 
may consider that exchange through a land use 
plan amendment. 

No The project section is not 
associated with a land exchange. 

Minerals 
ACEC-MIN-1 High Potential Mineral Areas 

In California Desert National Conservation Lands 
and ACECs, determine if reasonable alternatives 
exist outside of the California Desert National 
Conservation Lands/ACEC areas prior to 
proposing mineral resource development within 
one of these areas. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

ACEC-VRM-1 Manage Manzanar ACEC to conform to VRM 
Class II standards.  

No The resource is not within the buffer 
identified in the CMA. 

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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Table 2-I-5 California Desert National Conservation Lands 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

       

 
 

              

                    

 

   
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

Comments 

Comprehensive Trails &Travel Management 
NLCS-CTTM-1 Comprehensive Trails and Travel Management – 

Trails and Travel Management in California Desert 
National Conservation Lands will be in accordance 
with the applicable Transportation and Travel 
Management Plan. Future Transportation and 
Travel Management Plans for National 
Conservation Lands would be developed in 
accordance to the appropriate BLM guidance and 
policy. The California Desert National Conservation 
Land designation will be addressed in those 
subsequent plans with an emphasis on routes that  
provide for the conservation, protection, and 
restoration, as well as recreational use and 
enjoyment of the California Desert National 
Conservation Lands that is compatible with the 
values for which the areas were designated.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Cultural Resources & Tribal Interests 
NLCS-C  UL-1 Any adverse effects to historic properties resulting 

from allowable uses will be addressed through the 
Section 106 process of the National Historic 
Preservation Act and the implementing regulation  s 
at 36 CFR Part 800. Resolution of adverse effects 
will in part be addressed via alternative mitigation  
that includes regional synthesis and interpretation 
of existing archaeological data in addition to 
mitigation measures determined through the 
Section 106 consultation process. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

   

 
 

           

                     

   
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Comments 

Ground Disturbance Caps 
NLCS-DIS  T-1 Ground Disturba  nce Caps – Development in 

California Desert National Conservation Lands are  
limited by the 1  % ground disturbance cap which is 
the total ground disturbance (existing [past and 
present] plus future), or to the level allowed by 
collocated ACEC(s) with its smaller ground 
disturbance cap units, whichever is more 
restrictive. Refer to Appendix B for the ACEC 
Special Unit Management Plans. The ground 
disturbance caps will be used, managed and 
implemented following the methodology in the 
California Desert National Conservation Lands and 
ACEC land allocation sections, and repeated in, 
NLCS-DIST-2 and ACEC-DIST-2. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

NLCS-DIS  T-2 Ground Disturbance Cap Management and 
Implementation. Specifically, the ground 
disturbance caps would be implemented as a 
limitation and objective using the following process: 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Limitation: If the ground disturbance condition of 
the California Desert National Conservation Lands 
and/or ACEC unit is below the designated ground 
disturbance cap (see calculation method), the 
ground disturbance cap is a limitation on ground-
disturbing activities within the California Desert 
National Conservation Lands and/or ACEC, and 

 precludes approval of future discretionary ground 
disturbing activities (see exceptions below) above 
the cap. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

Objective, triggering disturbance mitigation:   If 
the ground disturbance condition of the California 
Desert National Conservation Lands and/or ACEC 
is at or above its designated cap, the cap functions 
as an objective, triggering the specific ground 
disturbance mitigation requirement. Ground 
disturbance mitigation is unique to ground 
disturbance cap implementation and a discrete 
form of compensatory mitigation, separate from 
other required mitigation in the DRECP LUPA (see 
Glossary of Terms). The ground disturbance 
mitigation requirement remains in effect for all (see 
exceptions below) activities until which time the 
California Desert National Conservation Lands 
and/or ACEC drops below the cap, at which time 
the cap becomes a limitation and the ground 
disturbance mitigation is no longer a requirement. 
If ground disturbance mitigation opportunities do 
not exist in a unit (see below for “unit” of 
measurement), ground disturbing activities (see 
exceptions below) will not be allowed in that unit 
until which time opportunities for ground 
disturbance mitigation in the unit become available 
(see types and forms of ground disturbance 
mitigation below) or the unit recovers and drops 
below the cap. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

Actions necessary to control the immediate 
impacts of an emergency that are urgently needed 
to reduce the risk to life, property, or important 
natural, cultural, or historic resources, in 
accordance with 43 Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) 46.150, are an exception to the ground 
disturbance cap limitation, objective and ground 
disturbance mitigation requirements. Ground 
disturbance from emergency actions will count in 
the ground disturbance calculation for other 
activities, and also be available for ground 
disturbance mitigation opportunities and 

 restoration, as appropriate. 

No The project section is not located on
federal lands with this designation.  

 

Calculating ground  disturbance: Ground 
disturbance will be calculated on BLM managed 
land at the time of an individual proposal, by BLM 
for a BLM initiated action or by a third party for an 
activity needing BLM approval or authorization, for 
analysis in the activity-specific National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document. Once 
BLM approves/accepts or conducts a calculation 
for a ACEC, that calculation is considered the 
baseline of past and present disturbance and is 
valid for 12 months, and can be used by other 
proposed activities in the same unit. Ground 
disturbances, that meet the criteria below, would 
be added into the calculation for the 12 month 
period without having to revisit the entire 
calculation. After a 12 month period has passed 
and a proposed action triggers the disturbance 
calculation, BLM will examine the existing ground 
disturbance calculation to determine: 1) if the 
calculation is still reliable, in which case add in any 
additional disturbance that has occurred since that 
calculation; or 2) if the disturbance must be 
recalculated in its entirety. Once completed for a 
specific activity, the ground disturbance calculation 

No The project section is not located on
federal lands with this designation.  
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Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

may be used throughout the activity’s 
environmental analysis. However, the BLM may 
recalculate the affected unit(s) or portions of the 
unit(s) if it determines such recalculation is 
necessary for the BLM’s environmental analysis.  
Unit of measurement: When calculating the 
ground disturbance, it is necessary to identify the 
appropriate unit level at which the disturbance will 
be calculated. For ground disturbing activities that 
occur within California Desert National 
Conservation Lands, the disturbance calculation 
will be based on the California Desert National 

 Conservation Lands, ACEC unit boundary, or the 
boundary of the disturbance cap area(s), 
whichever area is smaller. If there is overlap 
between California Desert National Conservation 
Lands and an ACEC, the calculation will take place
based on the smallest unit. If an activity/project 
overlaps two or more smaller units, the cap will be 
calculated, individually, for all affected units.  

 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Ground disturbance includes: The calculation 
shall include existing ground disturbance in 
addition to the estimated ground disturbance from 
the proposed activity (future) determined at the 
time of the individual proposal:  

No The project section is not located on
federal lands with this designation.  

 

• Authorized/approved ground disturbing
activities – built and not yet built 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

• BLM identified routes – all routes, trails, etc.,
authorized and unauthorized, identified in the
Ground Transportation Linear Feature (GTLF)
and/or other BLM route network database (i.e.,
BLM local databases that contain the best
available data on routes and trails,
replacement for GTLF, etc.), following
applicable BLM standards and policy for
identification of routes (authorized and
unauthorized)

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

• Assumptions may be used to identify the
percentage/degree/area/etc. of ground
disturbance for a specific authorized/approved
activity or activity-type based on: 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

– Activity-specific environmental analysis,
such as NEPA or ESA Section 7 Biological
Assessment

– Known and documented patterns of ground
disturbance 

– Other documented site-specific factors that
limit or play a role in ground disturbance,
such as topography, geography, hydrology
(e.g. desert washes obliterating authorized
routes on a regular basis), historical and
predicted patterns of use  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Any unauthorized disturbance that can be seen at  
a 1:10,000 scale using the best available aerial 
imagery 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Ground disturbance from wildfire, animals, or other 
disturbances that can be seen at a 1:10,000 scale  
using the best available aerial imagery 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Historic Route 66 maintenance - potential ground 
disturbance estimates: 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 

2‐I‐144 | Page Bakersfield to Palmdale Project Section Final EIR/EIS 



       

 
 

              

                    

   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

• As part of the ground disturbance calculation,
the potential disturbance associated with
estimated operations related to the
maintenance of Historic Route 66 will
automatically be included in the ground
disturbance calculation as existing ground
disturbance for the units specified below, until
which time these estimated acres are no longer
necessary due to approved operations:  
§ South Amboy-Mojave California Desert

National Conservation Lands 221 acres
§ Bristol Mountains ACEC 92 acres
§ Chemehuevi ACEC 43 acres
§ Pisgah ACEC 86 acres

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

• The estimated ground disturbance acreage
includes disturbance associated with potential
access to the locations if no current access
exists.

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

• The estimated ground disturbance acres for
maintenance of Historic Route 66 in the before
mentioned conservation units is not approval of
these activities by BLM. Activities associated
with the management and maintenance of
Historic Route 66 on BLM administered land
will follow all applicable laws, regulations and
policies. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Exceptions to the disturbance calculation: No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

Actions necessary to control the immediate 
impacts of an emergency that are urgently needed 
to reduce the risk to life, property, or important 
natural, cultural, or historic resources, in 
accordance with 43 CFR 46.150, will not be 
required to conduct a disturbance calculation. If the 
actions are ground disturbing, that disturbance will 
count towards the disturbance cap when next 
calculated for non-emergency activities.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Actions that are authorized under a Department of 
Interior (DOI) or BLM NEPA Categorical Exclusion 
will not be required to conduct a disturbance 
calculation; however, these actions are not exempt
from the disturbance mitigation requirement if a 
unit is at or above its cap. Although the BLM is not 
required to calculate the disturbance cap before 
approving an activity under a Categorical 
Exclusion, if the BLM knows an area is at or 
exceeding the cap, the disturbance mitigation 
requirements would apply to that activity.  

 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

BLM authorized/approved research or restoration 
activities that are designed or intended to promote 
and enhance the nationally significant landscape 
values for which the California Desert National 
Conservation Land was designated. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Actions that are entirely within the footprint of an 
existing authorized/approved site of ground 
disturbance that is within the calculation above.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Livestock grazing permit renewals (however, water 
developments or other range improvements 
requiring an Environmental Assessment or 
Environmental Impact Statement would be subject 
to the disturbance calculation and any mitigation 

 requirements). 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  
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Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

Ground disturbance mitigation: The purpose of 
ground disturbance mitigation (disturbance 
mitigation) is to allow actions to occur in California 
Desert National Conservation Lands and/or ACEC 
that is at or above its designated disturbance 
cap(s), while at the same time providing a 
restoration mechanism that will, over time, improve 
the condition of the unit(s) and take them below 
their cap. Disturbance mitigation is compensatory. 
Disturbance mitigation is unique to ground 
disturbance cap implementation and a discrete 
form of compensatory mitigation, separate from 
other required mitigation in the DRECP (see 
Glossary of Terms).   

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Disturbance mitigation may only be used for 
ground disturbance that is otherwise allowed by 
the LUPA and consistent with the purposes for 
which the California Desert National Conservation 
Lands and/or ACEC was designated. Areas used 
for disturbance mitigation are still considered 
disturbed until which time they meet the “Ground 
Disturbance Recovery” criteria in the description 
below. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Unit for implementing disturbance mitigation:  
The appropriate unit level for implementing 
disturbance mitigation is the same as that used for 
calculating ground disturbance. For ground 
disturbing activities that occur within California 
Desert National Conservation Lands, the 
disturbance mitigation will be required within the 
California Desert National Conservation Lands, 
ACEC boundary, or the boundary of the 
disturbance cap area(s), whichever area is smaller. 
If there is overlap between California Desert 
National Conservation Lands and an ACEC, the 
disturbance mitigation will take place in the 
smallest unit. If an activity/project overlaps two or 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

more smaller units, disturbance mitigation will be  
required for all units that are at or over their 
specified disturbance cap.  
No disturbance mitigation required: If the 
calculated ground disturbance for the unit(s) is 
under the cap: 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

• No disturbance mitigation required; use activity
design features to minimize new ground
disturbance and help stay below cap.

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Disturbance mitigation required: If the calculated 
ground disturbance is at or above the unit(s) cap, 
disturbance mitigation is required: 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

• Use activity design features to minimize new
ground disturbance to the extent practicable. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

• For the portion of the proposed activity that is
located on land within an area previously
disturbed by an authorized/approved action
that has been terminated the required
disturbance mitigation ratio is 1.  5 (1½):1.

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

• For the portion of the proposed activity that is
located on undisturbed land or land disturbed
by unauthorized activities, the required
disturbance mitigation ratio is 3:1.

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

• Although the BLM is not required to calculate
the ground disturbance cap before
approving/authorizing an activity under a
Categorical Exclusion, if the BLM knows an
area is at or exceeding the cap, the
disturbance mitigation requirements would
apply to that activity. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  
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Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

•  In the rare circumstance where the BLM 
authorizes activities on areas restored (e.g., as
disturbance or other forms of mitigation), the 
required disturbance mitigation ratio 
requirement is doubled, that is, 3:1 or 6:1, 
respectively.  

 
No The project section is not located on 

federal lands with this designation.  

•  If disturbance mitigation opportunities do not 
exist in a unit, ground-disturbing activities (see 
exceptions below) will not be allowed in that 
unit until which time opportunities for 
disturbance mitigation in the unit become 
available (see types and forms of disturbance 
mitigation below) or the unit recovers and 
drops below the cap. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Exceptions to the disturbance mitigation 
 requirement: 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

•  Any portion of the proposed activity that is 
located on land previously disturbed by an 
existing, valid authorized/approved action.  

No The project section is not located on
federal lands with this designation.  

 

–  Livestock grazing permit renewals 
(however, water developments or other 
range improvements requiring an 
Environmental Assessment or 
Environmental Impact Statement would 
be subject to the disturbance calculation 

 and any mitigation requirements). 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

–  Land use authorization assignments and 
renewals with no change in use.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 

Bakersfield to Palmdale Project Section Final EIR/EIS Page | 2‐I‐149 



   

 
 

           

                     

   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

– BLM authorized/approved activities that
are designed and implemented to reduce
existing ground disturbance, such as
ecological, cultural, or habitat restoration
or enhancement activities. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

– Non-discretionary actions, where BLM
has no authority to require compensatory
mitigation. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Types and forms of disturbance mitigation:  No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Restoration of previously disturbed BLM lands 
within the boundary of the specific California 
Desert National Conservation Lands and/or ACEC 
unit(s) being impacted. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Acquisition of undisturbed lands within the 
boundary of the specific California Desert National 
Conservation Lands and/or ACEC unit being 
impacted.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Ground disturbance mitigation can be “nested” 
(i.e., combined) with other resource mitigation 
requirements, when appropriate. For example, a 
parcel restored for desert tortoise habitat mitigation 
may also satisfy the disturbance mitigation 
requirement if the parcel is within the appropriate 
unit of California Desert National Conservation 
Lands, ACEC boundary, or smaller disturbance 
cap unit.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Ground Disturbance Recovery No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 

2‐I‐150 | Page Bakersfield to Palmdale Project Section Final EIR/EIS 



       

 
 

              

                    

   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

In general, California Desert National Conservation 
Lands and/or ACEC ground disturbance recovery 
would be determined during the decadal ground 
disturbance threshold ecoregion trend monitoring 
assessments (see below, and Monitoring and 
Adaptive Management). California Desert National 
Conservation Lands and/or ACEC recovery may 
be assessed at intermediate intervals, in between 
the decadal assessments, at BLM’s discretion 
based on adequate funding and staffing. Between 
the decadal assessments, BLM will assume 
disturbed areas and units (same as used for 
calculations and mitigation) are not yet recovered 
until data is presented and BLM determines the 
area meets one of the two criteria below: 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

• Field verification that disturbed area(s) are
dominated by the establishment of native
shrubs, as appropriate for the site, and
demonstrated function of ecological processes
(e.g., water flow, soil stability).

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

• Ground disturbance can no longer be seen at
the 1:10,000 scale using the best available
aerial imagery.

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Areas within California Desert National 
Conservation Lands and/or ACEC(s) may be 
determined recovered by BLM at any time, once 
one of the two criteria above are met, prior to the 
entire unit (of calculation and mitigation) being 
determined recovered. Areas determined 
recovered by BLM would be removed from the 
subsequent ground disturbance calculation for that 
unit. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  
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Comments 

Lands & Realty 
NLCS-LANDS-
1 

Renewable energy activities and related ancillary 
facilities are not allowed. New transmission and 
interconnect (i.e. generation tie lines) lines are 
allowed in designated corridors only. California 
Desert National Conservation Lands are a right-of-
way avoidance areas for all other land use 
authorizations. Right-of-way avoidance areas are 
defined as areas to be avoided but may be 
available for location of right-of-ways with special 
stipulations.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

NLCS-LANDS-
2 

Avoid use authorizations that negatively affect the 
values for which the California Desert National 
Conservation Lands are designated, unless 
mitigation, including compensatory mitigation, 
result in a net benefit to the California Desert 
National Conservation Lands.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

NLCS-LANDS-
3 

Public access will be designed to facilitate or 
enhance the use, enjoyment, conservation, 
protection, and restoration of California Desert 
National Conservation Land values identified for 
the ecoregion. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

NLCS-LANDS-
4 

All lands within California Desert National 
Conservation Lands are identifie  d for retention. If 
the BLM determines that disposal through 
exchange would result in a net benefit to the 
values of the California Desert National 
Conservation Lands, it may consider that 
exchange through a land use plan amendment. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

NLCS-LANDS-
5 

Site authorizations that protect or enhance 
conservation values, such as those granted as 
compensatory mitigation or for habitat restoration, 
are allowed. Compensatory mitigation measures 
sited on California Desert National Conservation 
Lands are not be limited to mitigation for activitie  s 
on BLM-managed public land.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Minerals 
NLCS-MIN  -1 High Potential Mineral Areas No The project section is not located on 

federal lands with this designation. 
In California Desert National Conservation Lands 
and ACECs, determine if reasonable alternatives 
exist outside of the California Desert National 
Conservation Lands and ACECs prior to proposing 
mineral resource development within one of these  
areas. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

In California Desert National Conservation Lands,  
subject to valid existing rights, if mineral resource 
development is proposed on a parcel of public land 
administered by the BLM for conservation 
purposes and designated as part of the NLCS 
within the CDCA, pursuant to Omnibus Public Land 
Management Act Section 2002(b)(2  )(D): 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

• Identify, analyze, and consider the resources
and values for which that parcel of public land
is administered for conservation purposes.

No The project section is not located on
federal lands with this designation.  

 

• Determine whether development of mineral
resources is compatible with the BLM’s
administration of that parcel of public land for
conservation purposes. If development is
incompatible, the mineral resource would not
be developed, subject to valid existing rights. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

• Approve any operation for which valid existing
rights have been determined, subject to the
applicable CMAs in the DRECP LUPA,
including LUPA-MIN-1 through 6.

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

In California Desert National Conservation Lands,  
to protect the values for which a California Desert 
National Conservation Land unit was designated,  
and avoid, minimize, and compensate impacts to 
those values that results in net benefit for 
California Desert National Conservation Lands 
values, all Plans of Operation will meet the 
performance standards found at 43 CFR 3809.420, 
specifically 43 CFR 3809.420(a)(3)—Land-use 
plans, and 43 CFR 3809.420(b)(7)—Fisheries, 
wildlife and plant habitat, and will be subject to the  
regulations found at 43 CFR 3809.100 and 43 CFR 
3809.101, if applicable.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

NLCS-MI  N-2 For the purposes of locatable minerals, California 
Desert National Conservation Lands are treated as 
“controlled” or “limited” use areas in the CDCA, 
requiring a Plan of Operations for greater than 
casual use under 43 CFR 3809.11. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

NLCS-MI  N-3 California Desert National Conservation Lands are  
available for mineral material sales and solid 
mineral leases, and would require mitigation, 
including compensatory mitigation, that results in 
net benefit for California Desert National 
Conservation Lands values consistent with 
applicable statutes and regulations. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

NLCS-MI  N-4 California Desert National Conservation Lands are  
available for geothermal leasing only in the 
specified areas where a DRECP LUPA DFA 
overlaps with the California Desert National 
Conservation Lands and the geothermal lease 
contains a specific no surface occupancy 
stipulation.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

NLCS-MI  N-5 Geothermal and other leasing must protect 
groundwater quality and quantity. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

       

 
 

              

                    

   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

National Scenic & Historic Trails 
NLCS-NSH  T-1 Management of National Scenic and Historic Trails 

– Manage National Scenic and Historic Trails as
units of the BLM’s NLCS per PL 111-11, and
components of the National Trails System under
the National Trails System Act. Where National
Scenic and Historic Trails overlap California Desert
National Conservation Lands or other NLCS unit  s
(e.g., Wilderness Areas), the more protective
CMAs or land use allocations apply. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

NLCS-NSH  T-2 Management Corridor – The National Trail 
Management Corridor, on BLM land, has a width 
generally 1 mile from the centerline of the trail, 2-
mile total width. Where the National Trail 
Management Corridors overlap California Desert 
National Conservation Lands or other NLCS units, 
the more protective CMAs or land use allocations 
will apply.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

NLCS-NSH  T-3 Site Authorization – NSHT Management Corridors 
are right-of-way avoidance areas for land use 
authorizations. Sites authorizations will require 
mitigation, including compensatory mitigation 
resulting in net benefit to the NSHT. Authorizations 
that interfere with the Nature and Purpose for 
which the NSHT was established are not be 
allowed, as required by the National Trail Systems 
Act.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

NLCS-NSH  T-4 Linear Rights-of-Way – Generally, the NSHT 
Management Corridors are avoidance areas for 
linear rights-of-way, except in existing designated  
transmission/utility corridors, which are available 
for linear rights-of-way. Cultural landscapes, high  
potential historic sites, and high potential route 
segments within or along National Historic Trail 
Management Corridors are excluded from 
transmission activities, except in existing 
designated transmission/utility corridors. For all 
linear rights-of-way adversely impacting NSHT 
Management Corridors, the BLM will follow the 
protocol in BLM Manual 6280 to coordinate, as 
required, and complete an analysis showing that 
the development does not substantially interfere 
with the nature and purposes of the NSHT, and 
that mitigation results in a net benefit to the NSHT. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

NLCS-NSH  T-5 Renewable Energy Rights-of-Way – Renewable 
energy activities are not be allowed within NSHT 
Management Corridors, except in LUPA approved 
DFAs. Where development may adversely impact 
NSHT Management Corridors, the BLM will follow  
the protocol in BLM Manual 6280 as required and 
complete an analysis to ensure that it does not 
substantially interfere with the nature and purpose  s 
of the NSHT, avoids activities incompatible with 
NSHT nature and purposes, and that mitigation, 
including compensatory mitigation, results in a net 

 benefit to the NSHT. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

NLCS-NSH  T-6 Land Tenure – All lands within NSHT Management 
Corridors are identified for retention. If the BLM 
determines that disposal through exchange would 
result in a net benefit to the values of the NSHT, it 
may consider that exchange through a land use 
plan amendment. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

NLCS-NSHT-7 Locatable Minerals – For the purposes of locatable 
minerals, NSHT Management Corridors are treate  d 
as “controlled” or “limited” use areas in the CDCA, 
requiring a Plan of Operations for greater than 
casual use under 43 CFR 3809.11. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

NLCS-NSH  T-8 Mineral Material Sales – NSHT Management 
Corridors are available for mineral material sales if 
the sale does not conflict or cause adverse impact 
on resources, qualities, values, settings, or primary 
uses or substantially interfere with nature and 
purpose of NSHT, and avoids activitie  s 
inconsistent with NHST purposes. The sale must 
require mitigation/compensation and must result in 
net benefit to NSHT values. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

NLCS-NSH  T-9 Solid Mineral Leases – NSHT Management 
Corridors will be available for solid mineral leases if 
the lease does not conflict or cause adverse 
impact on resources, qualities, values, settings, or 
primary uses or substantially inte  rfere with nature 
and purpose of NSHT, and avoids activitie  s 
inconsistent with NHST purposes. The lease must 
require mitigation/compensation and result in net 
benefit to NSHT values.  

No The project section is not located on
federal lands with this designation.  

 

NLCS-NSHT-
10 

Geothermal Leasable Minerals – NSHT 
Management Corridors are available for 
geothermal leasing in LUPA approved DFAs only 
and with a no surface occupancy stipulation, a  s 
long as the action would not substantially interfere 
with the nature and purposes of the NSHT, and will
follow the most recent national policy and 
guidance.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

 

NLCS-NSHT-
11 

Recreation and Visitor Service  s – Commercial and 
competitive Special Recreation is a discretionary 
action and will be considered on a case-by-case 
basis for activities consistent with the NSHT nature 
and purposes. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

NLCS-NSHT-
12 

Cultural Resources – Any adverse effects to 
historic properties resulting from allowable uses 
will be addressed through the Section 106 process
of the National Historic Preservation Act and the 
implementing regulations at 36 CFR Pa  rt 800. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

 

NLCS-NSHT-
13 

Cultural Resources – All high potential NHT 
segments will be assumed to contain remnants, 
artifacts and other properties eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places, pending 
evaluation.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

NLCS-NSHT-
14 

Visual Resources Management – All NSHT 
Management Corridors are designated as VRM 
Class I or II dependent on the CMA’s or land use  
allocation, except within existing approved 
transmission/utility corridors (VRM Class III) and 
DFAs (VRM Class IV). However, state of the art 
VRM BMPs for renewable energy will be employed 
commensurate with the protection of nationally 
significant scenic resources and cultural 
landscapes to minimize the level of intrusion and 
protect trail settings. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

NLCS-NSHT-
15 

Mitigation Requirements – If there is overlap 
between a National Scenic or Historic Trail, 
National Trail Management Corridor on BLM land, 
or trail under study for possible designation and a  
DFA, BLM Manual 6280 must be followed. Efforts 
will be made to avoid conflicting activities and 
approved activities will be subject to mitigation for 
adverse impacts to the resources, qualities, values,
settings, and primary use or uses (RQVs), 
including, but not limited to, the following: 
avoidance, the cost of trail relocation, on-site 
mitigation and off-site mitigation. Compensation 
can include acquisition or restoration of corridor 
RQVs, features and landscapes will be at a 
minimum of 2:1, and must result in a net benefit to 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

 

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

the overall trail corridor. Proposed development of 
high potential route segments must not 
substantially interfere with the nature and purpose  s 
of the National Scenic or Historic Trail. 

       

 
 

              

                    

   
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Recreation & Visitor Services 
NLCS-RE  C-1 Commercial and competitive Special Recreation 

Permits are a discretionary action and will be 
issued on a case by case basis, for activities that  
do not diminish the values of the California Desert 
National Conservation Lands unit and will be 
prohibited if the proposed activities would 
adversely impact the nationally significant 
ecological, cultural or scientific values for which the 
area was designated. 

No The project section is not located on
federal lands with this designation.  

 NLCS-SW-1 

 

Apply for water rights on a case by case basis to 
protect water dependent California Desert National 
Conservation Land values.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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Table 2-I-7 Wildlife Allocation 

 CMA # CMA Tex  t Applicab  ility Explanation: Why CMA is not 
 applicable 

   

 
 

           

                     

 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

Comm  ents 

Lands & Realty 
WILD-LANDS-
1 

Renewable energy activities and related ancillary 
facilities are not allowed. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

WILD-LANDS-
2 

Applications for use authorizations that provide a  
benefit to the management area or serve public 
interests may be allowed, unless prohibited by 
statute. 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

All HSR development within BLM ACEC APN 
223-020-12 will be underground and will not
result in surface disturbance.  

WILD-LANDS- 
3 

Use authorization applications, excluding 
renewable energy projects and related ancillary 
facilities, will be evaluated in accordance with 
whether they are compatible with and not contrary 
to the wildlife values or the protection and 
enhancement of wildlife and plant habitat for that 
Allocation.  

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

All HSR development within BLM ACEC APN 
223-020-12 will be underground and will not
result in surface disturbance.  

WILD-LANDS-
4 

All lands within Wildlife Allocations are identified for 
retention. If the BLM determines that disposal 
through exchange would result in a net benefit to 
the values of the Wildlife Allocation, it may 
consider that exchange through a land use plan 
amendment. 

No The project section is not 
associated with a land exchange. 

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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Table 2-I-8 Special Recreation Manage  ment Area 

 CMA # CMA Tex  t Applicab  ility Explanation: Why CMA is not 
 applicable 

       

 
 

              

                    

  
  

 

 
 

 

 

  

Comm  ents 

Biological Resources-Vegetation 
SRMA-VEG-1 Vegetative Use Authorizations: Commercial 

collection of seed is an allowable use in designated 
OHV Open Areas. CMAs within SRMAs apply to 
this kind of activity 

No 

Comprehensive Trails and Travel Management 
SRMA-CTTM-
1 

Refer to the individual SRMA Special Unit 
Management Plans (Appendix C) for 
SRMA/Recreation Management Zone specific 
objectives, management actions, and allowable 
uses. Protect SRMAs for their unique/special 
recreation values. Manage roads/primitive 
roads/trails consistent with SRMA objectives and  
as designated in Transportation and Travel 
Management Plan/RMPs. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

Lands and Realty 
SRMA-

 LANDS-1 
Renewable energy development is not an 
allowable use in SRMAs due to the incompatibility 
with the values of the SRMA. Two exceptions to 
this management action are: 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section.  

See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.15, Volume 2, Appendix 3.1B, Kern 
County Parks Master Plan (May 2010) Goal 4,
and Cameron Canyon Specific Plan (June 
1986) Policy VI-5. 

 

• Geothermal development is an allowable use if
a geothermal-only DFA overlays the SRMA
designation and complies with a “no surface
occupancy” restriction; with exception of the
Ocotillo Wells SRMA (refer to the technology
specifics for the DFA and the Special Unit
Management Plan in Appendix C)  

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

• If DRECP variance land designation overlays
the SRMA, renewable energy may be allowed
on a case-by-case basis if the proposed project
is found to be compatible with recreation
values and the Special Unit Management Plan
(Appendix C) specific to the SRMA.

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section.  

Re-powering of an existing wind facility is allowed if 
the re-power project remains within the existing 
approved ROW and reduces environmental and 
recreation impacts. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

SRMA-
 LANDS-2 

Acquired land within the SRMAs will be managed  
according to the goals and objectives of the SRMA,
and activities on these lands will be consistent with 
the CMAs for SRMAs. 

Yes  Consistency with the SRMA will be followed to 
the extent possible. Applicable to BLM 
property APN 237-530-01.  

 

SRMA-
 LANDS-3 

Lands within SRMAs are available for disposal. 
However, disposal actions are only available to 
parties that will manage the land in accordance 
with the recreational values identified in the Special 
Unit Management Plan (Appendix C) for the 
SRMA. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

Recreation & Visitor Services 
SRMA-REC-1 Manage SRMAs for their targeted recreation 

activities, experiences and benefits. Maintain (and 
where possible enhance) the recreation setting 
characteristics—physical components of 
remoteness, naturalness and facilities; social 
components of contact, group size and evidence of 
use; and operational components of access, visitor 
services and management controls.  

Yes This CMA lies within the bigger context of how 
the Authority is going to deal with the rail 
interacting with the PCT. Applicable to BLM 
property APN 23  7-530-01. 

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

SRMA-REC-2 In SRMAs that overlap with California Desert 
National Conservation Lands and ACECs, manage 
in accordance with the Special Unit Management 
Plans for the SRMA/ERMA and the applicable 
ecological and cultural conservation unit 
(Appendices A, B, and C). If there is a conflict 
between the California Desert National 
Conservation Lands or ACEC management and 
the SRMA/ERMA management, the BLM will apply 
the most protective management (i.e., 
management that best supports natural and 
cultural resource conservation and limits impacts to
the values for which the conservation unit was 
designated). 

 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

SRMA-REC-3 SRMA objectives and desired recreation setting 
characteristics described in the Special Unit 
Management Plans (Appendix C) may be refined 
and/or zoned in activity-level planning, based on 
visitor-use surveys and other monitoring. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

HSR has no plans to consider rezoning the 
SRMA. 

Visual Resources Management 
SRMA-VRM  -1 Manage the Alabama Hills SRMA to conform to 

VRM Class II standards.  
No The project section is not located in 

or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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Table 2-I-9 Extensive Recreation Management Area  s 

 CMA # CMA Tex  t Applicab  ility Explanation: Why CMA is not 
 applicable 

   

 
 

           

                     

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comm  ents 

 General 
ERMA-LUPA-1 Renewable energy activities and related ancillary 

facilities are not allowed where an ERMA overlaps 
with California Desert National Conservation 
Lands, ACEC, or Wildlife Allocation, or is not 
allowed in a specific ERMA as described in the 
Special Unit Management Plan (see Appendix C). 

No The project is not renewable 
energy or related ancillary facilities..   

ERMA-LUPA-2 In areas where renewable energy activities and 
related ancillary facilities are an allowable use, the 
CMAs related to renewable energy activities and 
related ancillary facilities for General Public Lands 
apply (refer to Section II.4.2.10), including but not  
limited to:  

No The project is not renewable energy 
or related ancillary facilities. 

• Renewable energy activities and related
ancillary facilities that may have a measurable
(i.e., the effect can be evaluated) adverse
impact (direct, indirect or cumulative)on the
biological or cultural conservation strategies,
including individual California Desert National
Conservation Lands, ACEC and/or Wildlife
Allocation units of the DRECP LUPA are not
allowed.

No The project is not renewable energy 
or related ancillary facilities. 

• Renewable energy activities and related
ancillary facilities that may have a measureable
(i.e., the effect can be evaluated) adverse
impact (direct, indirect or cumulative) on the
recreation design, including individual SRMAs
and ERMAs, of the DRECP LUPA are not
allowed.

No The project is not renewable energy 
or related ancillary facilities. 

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

• Renewable energy activities and related
ancillary facilities that may have a measurable
(i.e., the effect can be evaluated) adverse
impact (direct, indirect, or cumulative) on the
renewable energy and transmission design,
including individual DFAs and VPLs, are not
allowed.

No The project is not renewable energy 
or related ancillary facilities. 
 

Recreation and Visitor Services 
 ERMA-REC-1 When considering land use authorizations within 

ERMAs, retain to the extent practicable recreation 
activities and associated qualities and conditions 
within these areas. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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Table 2-I-10 Development Focus Area and Variance Process La  nd 

 CMA # CMA Tex  t Applicab  ility Explanation: Why CMA is not 
 applicable 

   

 
 

           

                     

  

 

 

 
 

  

 

Comm  ents 

Biological Resources: North American Warm Desert Dune and Sand Flat  s 
DFA-VPL-BIO-

 DUNE-1 
Activities in DFAs and VPLs, including 
transmission substations, will be sited to avoid 
dune vegetation (i.e., North American Warm 
Desert Dune and Sand Flats). Unavoidable 
impacts (see “unavoidable impacts to resources” in 
the Glossary of Terms) to dune vegetation will be 
limited to transmission projects, except 
transmission substations, and access roads that  
will be sited to minimize unavoidable impacts.  

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

For unavoidable impacts (see “unavoidable 
impacts to resources” in the Glossary of Terms) to 
dune vegetation, the following will be required: 
• Access roads will be unpaved. 
• Access roads will be designed and constructed

to be at grade with the ground surface to avoid
inhibiting sand transportation.

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

DFA-VPL-BIO-
 DUNE-2 

Within Aeolian corridors that transport sand to 
dune formations and vegetation types downwind 
inside and outside of the DFAs, all activities will be 
designed and operated to facilitate the flow of sand 
across activity sites, and avoid the trapping or 
diverting of sand from the Aeolian corridor. 
Buildings and structures within the site will take 
into account the direction of sand flow and, to the 
extent feasible, build and align structures to allow 
sand to flow through the site unimpeded. Fences 
will be designed to allow sand to flow through and 
not be trapped. 

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

DFA-VPL-
CUL-5 

For renewable energy activities and transmission, 
provide a statistically significant sample survey as 
part of the pre-application process, unless the BLM 
determines the DRECP geodatabase and other 
sources are adequate to assess cultural resources 
sensitivity of specific footprints. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section.  

DFA-VPL-
CUL-6 

For renewable energy activities and transmission, 
provide justification in the application why the 
project considerations merit moving forward if the 
specific footprint lies within an area identified or 
forecast as sensitive for cultural resources by the 
BLM. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section.  

DFA-VPL-
CUL-7 

For renewable energy activities and transmission, 
complete the NHPA Section 106 Process as 
specified in 36 CFR Part 800, or via an alternate 
procedure, allowed for under 36 CFR Part 800.14 
prior to issuing a ROD or ROW grant on any utility-
scale renewable energy or transmission project. 
For utility-scale solar energy developments, the 
BLM may follow the Solar Programmatic 
Agreement. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section.  
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applicable 

   

 
 

           

                     

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments 

Livestock Grazing 
DFA-VPL-
LIVE-1 

Avoid siting solar developments in active livestock 
grazing allotments. If a ROW is granted for solar 
development in an active livestock grazing 
allotment, prior to solar projects being constructed 
in active livestock allotments, an agreement must 
be reached with the grazing permittee/lessee on  
the 2-year notification requirements. If any 
rangeland improvements such as, but not limited  
to, fences, corrals, or water storage projects, are to 
be impacted by energy projects, reach agreement 
with the BLM and the grazing permittee/lessee on 
moving or replacing the range improvement. This 
may include the costs for NEPA, clearances, and 
materials. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

DFA-VPL-
LIVE-2 

In California Condor use areas, wind energy 
ROWs will include a term and condition requiring 
the permittee and wind operator to eliminate 
grazing of livestock.  

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

DFA-VPL-
LIVE-3 

Include no surface occupancy stipulation on 
geothermal leases in active grazing allotments.  

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

Vegetation 
DFA-VPL-

 VEG-1 
Vegetative Use Authorizations: Commercial 
collection of seed in DFAs and VPLs is an 
allowable use. CMA’s within these areas apply to 
this kind of activity. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

Visual Resources Management 
DFA-VPL-
VRM-1 

Encourage development in a planned fashion 
within DFAs (e.g., similar to the planned unit 
development concept used for urban design—i.e., 
in-fill vs. scattered development, use of common 
road networks, Generator Tie Lines etc., use of 
similar support facility designs materials and colors 
etc.) to avoid industrial sprawl. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

DFA-VPL-
VRM-2 

Development in DFAs and VPLs are required to 
incorporate visual design standards and include 
the best available, most recent BMPs, as 
determined by BLM (e.g. Solar, Wind, West Wide 
Energy Corridor, and Geothermal PEISs, the “Best 
Management Practices for Reducing Visual 
Impacts of Renewable Energy Facilities on BLM-
Administered Lands”, and other programmatic 

 BMP documents). 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

DFA-VPL-
VRM-3 

Required Visual Resource BMPs. All development 
within the DFAs and VPLs will abide by the BMPs 
addressed in the most recent version of the 
document “Reducing Visual Impacts of Renewable 
Energy Facilities on BLM-Administered Lands”, or 
its replacement, including, but not limited to the 
following:  

Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.16 Aesthetics and Visual Quality. 
Applicable to APNs 237-091-03 and 
237-093-02.  

Transmission: 
• Color-treat monopoles Shadow Gray per the

BLM Environmental Color Chart CC001 unless
a more effective color choice is selected by the
local Field Office VRM specialist. 

• Lattice towers and conductors will have non-
specular qualities.

• Lattice Towers will be located a minimum of
3/4 miles away from Key Observation Points
such as roads, scenic overlooks, trails,
campgrounds, navigable rivers and other areas
people tend to congregate and located against
a landscape backdrop when topography
allows. 

Yes 

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 

Bakersfield to Palmdale Project Section Final EIR/EIS Page | 2‐I‐173 



   

 
 

           

                     

   
 

 

  

  

  

 

Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

Solar – Color treat all facilities Shadow Gray from 
the BLM Environmental Color Chart CC001 unless 
a more effective color is selected by the Field 
Office VRM specialist, including but not limited to: 
• Concentrated solar thermal parabolic trough

panel backs
• Solar power tower heliostats
• Solar power towers
• Cooling towers
• Power blocks

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

Wind – Color treat all facilities Shadow Gray with 
the exception of the wind turbine and towers 200 
vertical feet or more. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section.  

Night Sky – BMPs to minimize impacts to night sky 
including light shielding will be employed  

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section.  

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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 CMA # CMA Tex  t Applicab  ility Explanation: Why CMA is not 
 applicable 

Comm  ents 

       

 
 

              

                    

 
 

 

 

 

 

Renewable Energy 
 DFA-RE-1 In order to use the DRECP’s BLM LUPA 

streamlined process for renewable energy in DFAs 
and transmission, project proponents must first 
consult with appropriate representatives of the 
Department of Defense to ensure the proposed 
renewable energy and/or transmission activity will 
not cause an unacceptable risk to national security. 
Refer to additional detail in LUPA Section IV.4 and 
Appendix E. Specifically, the following process will 
be implemented: 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

Renewable energy is not an activity included 
under the HSR project. 

For renewable energy and transmission activitie  s 
proposed in red areas (see Appendix E), the 
DRECP BLM LUPA streamlined process will not be 
available unless a letter is obtained from the 
Department of Defense Siting Clearinghouse stating 
that military impacts have been mitigated.  

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

For renewable energy and transmission activitie  s 
proposed in orange or yellow areas (see Appendix 
E), the DRECP BLM LUPA streamlined process will 
be not be available until Department of Defense 
representatives at the regional level have been 
consulted and have been provided a minimum of 30 
days to assess potential mission impacts. If the 
regional representatives conclude within the 30 day 
period that there is a significant possibility that a 
proposed activity presents an unacceptable risk to 
national security, the BLM will not streamline the 
proposed activity process and will require additional 
environmental analysis regarding Department of 
Defense impacts, unless a letter is obtained from 
the Department of Defense Siting Clearinghouse 
stating that military impacts have been mitigated. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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Comments 

Biological Resources 
DFA-BIO-IFS-
1 

Conduct the following surveys as applicable in the 
DFAs as shown in Table 21. 

Yes See Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS Section 
3.7.7 Impact Avoidance and Minimization 
Features and Mitigation Measures, BIO-IAMF 
#6: Prepare and Implement a Biological 
Resources Management Plan, BIO-IAMF #12: 
Design the Project to be Bird Safe, 
BIO-MM#14: Conduct Pre-Construction 
Surveys and Delineate Active Nest Exclusion 
Areas for Other Breeding Birds, BIO-MM#15: 
Conduct Pre-Construction Surveys and 
Monitoring for Raptors, BIO-MM#17: Conduct 
Protocol and Surveys for Swainson’s Hawks, 
and BIO-MM#20: Conduct Pre-Construction 
Surveys for Burrowing Owls. Applicable to 
APNs 237-091-03 and 237-093-02. Species 
for which this measure applies include desert 
tortoise, burrowing owl, California condor, 
golden eagle, Swainson’s hawk, and Mohave 
ground squirrel. 

DFA-BIO-IFS-
2 

Implement the following setbacks shown below in 
Table 22 as applicable in the DFAs.  

Yes See Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS Section 
3.7.7 Impact Avoidance and Minimization 
Features and Mitigation Measures, BIO-IAMF 
#6: Prepare and Implement a Biological 
Resources Management Plan, BIO-IAMF #12: 
Design the Project to be Bird Safe, 
BIO-MM#14: Conduct Pre-Construction 
Surveys and Delineate Active Nest Exclusion 
Areas for Other Breeding Birds, BIO-MM#15: 
Conduct Pre-Construction Surveys and 
Monitoring for Raptors, BIO-MM#18: 
Swainson’s Hawk Nest Avoidance and 
Monitoring, and BIO-MM#21: Burrowing Owl 
Avoidance and Minimization. Applies to 
burrowing owl, California condor, golden 
eagle, and Swainson’s hawk.  

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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Comments 

 The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA.  

 Desert Tortoise 
DFA-BIO-IFS-
3 

Protocol surveys, as described in DFA-BIO-IFS-1 
and shown in Table 21, are required for 
development in the desert tortoise survey areas 
(see Appendix D). Based on the results of the 
protocol surveys the identified desert tortoises will 
be translocated, or the activity will be redesigned/ 
relocated as described below: 

No 

 

But, see Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.7.4 Methods for Evaluating 
Impacts, Section 3.7.7.1 Recommended 
Impact Avoidance and Minimization 
Measures: BIO-IAMF #1 Project Biologist, 
and Section 3.7.7.2 BIO-MM#38 Compensate 
for Impacts on Special-Status Plant Species.  

If protocol surveys identify 35 or fewer desert 
tortoises in potential impact areas on an activity site, 
the USFWS and CDFW (for third party activities) will 
be contacted and provided with the protocol survey 
results and information necessary for the 
translocation of identified desert tortoises. Pre-
construction and construction, and other activities  
will not begin until the clearance surveys for the site 
have been completed and the desert tortoises have 
been translocated. Translocation will be conducted 
in coordination with the USFWS and CDFW, as 
appropriate, per the protocols in the Desert Tortoise 
Field Manual (USFWS 2009) and the most up-to-
date USFWS protocol.  

Yes 

If protocol surveys identify an adult desert tortoise 
density (i.e., individuals 160 millimeters or more) of 
more than 5 per square mile or more than 35 
individuals total on a project site, the project will be 
required to be redesigned, re-sited, or relocated to 
avoid and minimize the impact  s of the activity on  
desert tortoise. 

Yes 

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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Comments 

Mojave Ground Squirrel 
DFA-BIO-IFS-
4 

The DFA in the “North of Edwards” Mohave ground 
squirrel key population center is closed to renewable 
energy applications and any activity that is likely to 
result in the mortality (killing) of a Mohave ground 
squirrel until Kern and San Bernardino counties 
complete county General Plan 
amendments/updates that include renewable energy 
development and Mohave ground squirrel 
conservation on nonfederal land in the West Mojave 
ecoregion and the CDFW releases a final Mohave  
Ground Squirrel Conservation Strategy, or for a 
period of 5 years after the signing of the DRECP 
LUPA ROD, whichever comes first. If Kern and San 
Bernardino counties and CDFW do not complete 
their respective plans within the 5-year period, prior 
to opening the DFA to renewable energy 
applications and other impacting activities, BLM will 
assess new Mohave ground squirrel information, in 
coordination with the CDFW, to determine if 
modifications to the DFA or CMAs are warranted 
based on new Mohave ground squirrel information. 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

DFA-BIO-IFS-
5 

Once the planning criteria in CMA DFA-BIO-IFS-4, 
are met, the DFA in the “North of Edwards” Mohave 
ground squirrel key population center will be 
reevaluated. If Kern and San Bernardino counties 
receive Mohave ground squirrel take authorizations 
from the CDFW through completed Natural 
Community Conservation Plans or county-wide 
conservation strategies that address Mohave 
ground squirrel conservation at a landscape level 
and include renewable energy development areas 
on nonfederal land in the West Mojave ecoregion, 
the “North of Edwards” key population center DFA 
will be eliminated and the management changed 
to General Public Lands, as part of adaptive 
management. 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 

2‐I‐178 | Page Bakersfield to Palmdale Project Section Final EIR/EIS 



Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

       

 
 

              

                    

   
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

Comments 

Plants 
DFA-BIO-
PLANT-1 

Impact to suitable habitat (see Glossary of Terms) 
for the following plant Focus Species within the 
DRECP Plan Area will be capped (see “DFA 
Suitable Habitat Impacts Cap” in the Glossary of 
Terms) in the DFAs as described below and in 
Table 23. The suitable habitat impact cap for these 
plant species is to be measured in DFAs as a group, 
not individually.  

Yes Applies only to Mojave tarplant. The impact 
cap is well below expected impacts for HSR. 
Applicable to BLM APNs 237-091-03 and 

 237-093-02. 

Triple-ribbed milk-vetch is an avoidance species in 
DFAs, therefore none of its suitable habitat is to be 
impacted.  

No The project section is not within the 
range or habitat of this species.  

Recreation 
 DFA-REC-1 Retain, to the extent possible, the identified 

recreation setting characteristics: physical 
components of remoteness, naturalness and 
facilities; social components of contact, group size  
and evidence of use; and operational components of
access, visitor services and management controls 
(see recreation setting characteristics matrix).  

 

Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.16 Aesthetics and Visual Quality. 
Applicable to BLM APNs 237-530-01, 
237-091-03, and   237-093-02. 

 DFA-REC-2 Avoid large-scale ground disturbance within one-half 
mile of Level 3 Recreation facility footprint including 
route access and staging areas. If avoidance isn’t  
practicable, the facility must be relocated to the 
same or higher standard and maintain recreation 
objectives and setting characteristics.  

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

SRMAs are exclusion areas for renewable energy 
development due to the incompatibility with the 
values of SRMAs. Two exceptions to this 
management action are: 
1. geothermal development is an allowable use in
the few instances in Imperial County where a
geothermal-only DFA overlays the SRMA
designation and the lease includes a “no surface
occupancy” stipulation, with exception of three
specific parcels in the Ocotillo Wells SRMA (the
Special Unit Management Plan in Appendix C)
2. the VPL at Antimony Flat in Kern County
overlaying the SRMA, renewable energy may be
allowed on a case-by-case basis if the proposed
project is found to be compatible with the specific
SRMA values. 

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

 DFA-REC-4 When considering large-scale development in 
DFAs, retain to the extent possible existing, 
approved recreation activities.  

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

 DFA-REC-5 For displacement of dispersed recreation 
opportunities, commensurate compensation in the 
form of enhanced recreation operations, recreation 
facilities or opportunities will be required. If 
recreation displacement results in resource damage 
due to increased use in other areas, mitigate that 
damage through whatever measures are most 
appropriate as determined by the Authorized Officer. 

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

 DFA-REC-6 Where activitie  s in DFAs displace authorized 
facilities, similar new recreation 
facilities/campgrounds (including but not limited to 
the installation of new structures including pit toilets, 
shade structures, picnic tables, installing interpretive 
panels, etc.), will be provided. 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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 DFA-REC-7 

Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

If designated vehicle routes are directly impacted by 
activities (includes modification of existing route to 
accommodate industrial equipment, restricted 
access or full closure of designated route, pull outs, 
and staging area’s to the public, etc.), mitigation will 
include the development of alternative routes to 
allow for continued vehicular access with proper 
signage, with a similar recreation experience. In 
addition, mitigation will also include the construction 
of an “OHV touring route” which circumvents the 
activity area and allows for interpretive signing 
materials to be placed at strategic locations along  
the new touring route, if determined to be 
appropriate by BLM. 

No This land use does not occur on the 
project site.  

 DFA-REC-8 Impacts from activities in a DFA to Special 
Recreation Permit activities will be mitigated by 
providing necessary planning and NEPA compliance 
documentation for Special Recreation Permit 
replacement activities, as determined appropriate on 
a case-by case basis.  

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

 DFA-REC-9 If residual impacts to SRMAs occur from activity 
impacts in a DFA, commensurate mitigation through 
relocation or replacement of facilities or 
compensation (in the form of a recreation operations 
and enhancement fund) will be required. 

Yes See HSR Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS 
Section 3.15, Volume 2, Appendix 3.1B, Kern 
County Parks Master Plan (May 2010) Goal 4,
and Cameron Canyon Specific Plan (June 
1986) Policy VI-5. 

 DFA-REC-10 

 

Within ERMAs, impacts from development projects 
that do not enhance conservation or recreation 
goals will require commensurate mitigation through 
relocation or replacement of facilities.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Lands and Realty 
 DFA-LANDS-1 Lands within DFAs are available for disposal.  No This activity is not proposed under 

the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

DFA-LANDS-2 Development of acquired lands within DFAs is 
allowed, at the discretion of the BLM California State 
Director, unless development is incompatible with  
the purposes of the acquisition and any applicable 
deed restrictions. 

Yes The POD, EIS, and 2099 form will serve as 
the approval documentation for development 

 of the HSR. 

 DFA-LANDS-3 Lands proposed for exchange in DFAs will be 
segregated from the public land laws for 5 years, but
wind, solar, geothermal and transmission 
applications and their associated facilities are 
allowed. 

 
No The project section is not 

associated with a land exchange.  

 DFA-LANDS-4 Review withdrawn lands in DFAs upon receipt of a 
ROW application and if appropriate modify to allow 
for issuance of ROW grants. 

Yes  HSR will be pursuing ROW grants from the 
BLM. Applicable to all BLM parcels.  

DFA-LANDS-5 Cost recovery funding used to process a ROW 
application may be used to adjudicate and remedy 
any conflicting land withdrawals, if necessary.  

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

DFA-LANDS-6 Make public lands in DFAs available for selection by 
the CSLC in lieu of base lands within DFAs. Base  
lands are School Lands the State of California was 
entitled to but did not receive title to due to prior 
existing encumbrances. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

DFA-LANDS-7 faTransmission cilities are an allowable use and will 
not require a plan amendment within DFAs. 

Yes No action needed. This confirms that 
transmission is an approved activity.  

Visual Resources Management 
DFA-VRM-1 Manage all DFAs as VRM Class IV to allow for 

industrial scale development. Employ best 
management practices to reduce visual contrast of 
facilities.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

DFA-VRM-2 Regional mitigation for visual impacts is required in 
DFAs . Mitigation is be based on the VRI class and 
the underlying visual values (scenic quality, 
sensitivity, and distance zone) for the activity area 
as it stands at the time the ROD is signed for the 
DRECP LUPA. Compensatory mitigation may take 
the form of reclamation of other BLM lands to 
maintain (neutral) or enhance (beneficial) visual  
values on VRI Class II and III lands. Other 
considerations may include acquisition of 
conservation easements to protect and sustain 
visual quality within the viewshed of BLM lands. The
following mitigation ratios will be applied in DFAs:  

 

No This land use does not occur on the 
project site.  

BLM parcels designated as DFA are Class IV. 

• VRI Class II 1:1 ratio No This land use does not occur on the 
project site.  

•  VRI Class III ½ (0.5) : 1 ratio No This land use does not occur on the 
project site.  

• VRI Class IV, no mitigation required No This land use does not occur on the 
project site.  

Additional  mitigation  will  be  required  where  
activities  affect  viewsheds  of  specially  
designated  areas  (e.g.,  National  Scenic  and  
Historic  Trails).  

No This land use does not occur on the 
project site.  

Wild Horses and Burros 
DFA-WHB-1 Incorporate all guidance provided by the Wild Free-

Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971, its 
amendments, associated regulations, and any 
pertinent court rulings into the project/activity 
proposal, as appropriate.  

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

DFA-WHB-2 Development that would reduce burros’ access to 
forage, water, shelter, or space or impede their wild, 
free-roaming behavior in Herd Management Area is 
not allowed 

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

DFA-WHB-3 Mitigation can only occur on lands that the animals 
were found at the passage of the Wild Free-
Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. Expansion 
of the boundaries of a Herd Management Area back 
into the Herd Areas would require a land use plan 
amendment, the cost of which would be incurred by 
the applicant proposing to develop in the Herd 
Management Area, if part of the proposed mitigation 
package. 

No The project section is not located in 
or near the area specified in the 
CMA. 

 Wilderness Characteristics 
DFA-WC  -1 Renewable energy activities are allowed in DFAs 

that have been inventoried and identified as lands 
with wilderness characteristics.  

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

DFA-W  C-2 For inventoried lands found to have wilderness 
characteristics in DFAs, compensatory mitigation is 
required at a 1:1 ratio if wilderness characteristics 
are directly impacted. This may be accomplished 
through acquisition and donation, from willing 
landowners, to the federal government of (a) 
wilderness inholdings, (b) wilderness edge holdings 
that have inventoried wilderness characteristics, or 
(c) other areas within the LUPA Decision Area that 
are managed to protect wilderness characteristics. 
Restoration of impaired wilderness characteristics in 
Wilderness, Wilderness Study Area, and lands 
managed to protect wilderness characteristics could 
be substituted for acquisition.  

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

None of the BLM parcels are designated a 
wilderness site and none have wilderness 
characteristics.  

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 

2‐I‐184 | Page Bakersfield to Palmdale Project Section Final EIR/EIS 



Appendix 2‐I 

Table 2-I-12 Variance Process La  nd 

 CMA # CMA Tex  t Applicab  ility Explanation: Why CMA is not 
 applicable 

       

 
 

              

                    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Comm  ents 

Renewable Energy 
LUVPL-BIO-

 RE-1 
All renewable energy activities, during the planning 
phase, must establish baseline conditions for 
Focus and BLM Special Status bird and bat 
species using protocols and methodologies 
approved by BLM in coordination with USFWS, 
and CDFW as a  ppropriate. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

LUVPL-BIO-
 RE-2 

As part of a renewable energy activity proposa  l 
that may affect bird and bat Focus and BLM 
Special Status Species, a proven (e.g., peer 
reviewed) technology solution to bird and bat 
Focus and BLM Special Status Species injury and 
mortality must be incorporated into the activit  y 
design and operation as a mandatory element. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

LUVPL-BIO-
 RE-3 

As part of a renewable energy activity proposa  l 
that may conflict with Department of Defense 
operations, a proven (e.g., peer reviewed) 
technology solution to Department of Defense 
conflicts must be incorporated as a mandatory 
element. 

No The project section is not located on
federal lands with this designation.  

 

LUVPL-BIO-
 RE-4 

Each utility-scale renewable energy activity must 
result in a no net increase in ground disturbance 
within the specific ROW grant area.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

LUVPL-BIO-
 RE-5 

The VPL at Antimony Flat in Kern County will 
remain as a VPL or be removed based on 
consistency with the Kern County General Plan 
Update. If removed, renewable energy activities 
would no longer be an allowable use in the SRMA. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Lands & Realty 
 VPL-LANDS-1 Lands within VPLs are available for disposal.  No The project section is not located on 

federal lands with this designation. 

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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Comments 

Recreation & Visitor Services 
VPL-REC-1 The VPL at Antimony Flat in Kern County will 

remain as a VPL or be removed based on 
consistency with the Kern County General Plan 
Update. If removed, renewable energy activities 
would no longer be an allowable use in the SRMA. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Visual Resources Management 
VPL-REC-1 Manage all Variance Process Lands as VRM Class 

III. 
No The project section is not located on 

federal lands with this designation.  
 VPL-VRM-2 Regional mitigation is required for visual impacts in 

VPLs. Mitigation will be based on the VRI class 
and the underlying visual value  s (scenic quality, 
sensitivity, and distance zone) for the development 
area as it stands at the time the ROD is signed for 
the DRECP. Compensatory mitigation may take 
the form of reclamation of other BLM lands to 
maintain (neutral) or enhance (beneficial) visual  
values on VRI Class II and III lands. Other 
considerations may include acquisition of 
conservation easements to protect and sustain 
visual quality within the viewshed of BLM lands.  
The following mitigation ratios will be applied in 
VPLs:  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

VRI Class II 2:1 ratio No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

VRI Class III 1:1 ratio No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

· VRI Class IV no mitigation required No  The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation. 

Additional mitigation will be required where 
activities affect viewsheds of specially designated  
areas (e.g., National Scenic and Historic Trails). 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation. 

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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General Public Lands 
 GPL-1 

Comments 

DRECP LUPA Biological and Cultural 
Conservation Design – Activities that may have a 
measurable (i.e. the effect can be evaluated) 
adverse impact (direct, indirect or cumulative) on 
the biological or cultural conservation strategies, 
including individual California Desert National 
Conservation Lands, ACEC and/or Wildlife 
Allocation units of the DRECP LUPA are not 
allowed. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

No HSR activities will have a measureable 
impact on LUPA-wide structure and 
implementation of the DRECP LUPA. APN 
223-020-12 is in the ACEC and Wildlife 
Allocation and APN 237-530-01 is in the 
SRMA for the PCT. All activities on APN 223-
020-12 will be underground or outside of the 
BLM parcel. Activities occurring on APN 237-
530-01 will not interfere with the PCT. 

 GPL-2 DRECP LUPA Recreation Design - Activities that  
may have a measureable (i.e. the effect can be 
evaluated) adverse impact (direct, indirect or 
cumulative) on the recreation design, including 
individual SRMAs and ERMAs, of the DRECP 
LUPA are not allowed. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

No HSR activities will have a measureable 
impact on LUPA-wide structure and 
implementation of the DRECP LUPA. APN 
237-530-01 is in the SRMA for the PCT. 
Activities occurring on APN 237-530-01 will 
not interfere with   the PCT. 

 GPL-3 DRECP LUPA Renewable Energy and 
Transmission Design - Activities that may have a  
measurable (i.e. the effect can be evaluated) 
adverse impact (direct, indirect, or cumulative) on 
the renewable energy and transmission design, 
including individual DFAs and VPLs, are not 
allowed. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

 GPL-4 Renewable Energy Activities – A renewable energ  y 
activity that is not transmission aligned (see 
Glossary of Terms), as per the DRECP energy 
development design, is not allowed. 

No This activity is not proposed under 
the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project 
Section. 

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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 GPL-5 

Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

DRECP LUPA – Activities that may have a 
measurable (i.e. the effect can be evaluated) 
adverse impact (direct, indirect, or cumulative) on 
the LUPA-wide structure, and implementation of 
the DRECP LUPA are not allowed.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

No HSR activities will have a measureable 
impact on LUPA-wide structure and 
implementation of the DRECP LUPA. 

Comprehensive Trails and Travel Management 
GPL-CTTM  -1 Avoid Tier 1, Tier 2, Tier 3 roads/primitive 

roads/trails, Backcountry Byways, and other 
significant linear features (as defined in the LUPA-
wide CMAs). If avoidance is not practicable, 
relocate access to the same or higher standard 
and maintain the recreation setting characteristics 
and access to recreation activities, facilities, and 
destination.  

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS Section 3.15 
covers avoidance of impacts and maintenance 
of the function of the PCT.  

GPL-CTTM  -2 If residual impacts to Tier 1 and Tier 2 
roads/primitive roads/trails, Backcountry Byways,  
or other significant linear features cannot be 
protected and maintained, commensurate 
compensation in the form of an enhanced 
recreation operations, recreation facilities or 
opportunities will be required.  

No This resource is not found on the 
project site.  

Bakersfield to Palmdale EIR/EIS Section 3.15 
covers avoidance of impacts and maintenance 
of the function of   the PCT. 

The following CMAs are for renewable energy and 
transmission land use authorizations. All other 
activities will be subject to the NHPA Section 106 
process.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Cultural Resources and Tribal Interests 
 GPL-CUL-1 For renewable energy activities and transmission,  

the applicant is required to pay all appropriate 
costs associated with the following processes, 
through the appropriate BLM funding mechanism: 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

All appropriate costs associated with the BLM’s 
analysis of the DRECP geodatabase and other 
sources for cultural resources sensitivity.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

All appropriate costs associated with preliminary 
sensitivity analysis.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

All appropriate costs associated with the Section 
106 process including the identification and 
defining of cultural resources. These costs may 
also include logistical, travel, and other support 
costs incurred by tribes in the consultation process.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

All appropriate costs associated with updating the 
DRECP cultural resources geodatabase with 
project specific results.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

 GPL-CUL-2 For renewable energy activities and transmission,  
management fee, defined at a per acre rate and 
annual escalation provision for the life of the grant, 
will paid to the BLM as partial mitigation for the 
cumulative effects on cultural resources across the
DRECP Plan Area and may be used to develop 
regional research designs and other forms of off-
site and compensatory mitigation.  

 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

GPL-CUL-3 For renewable energy activities and transmission,  
the management fee rate will be determined 
through the NHPA programmatic Section 106 
consultation process that will be completed as part 
of the DRECP LUPA.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

GPL-CUL-4 For renewable energy activities and transmission,  
applicant must demonstrate that results of cultura  l 
resources sensitivity, based on the DRECP 
geodatabase, and other sources, are used as part 
of the initial planning pre-application process and 
to select of specific footprints for further 
consideration. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

For renewable energy activities and transmission,  
applicants will provide a statistically significant 
sample survey as part of the pre-application 
process, unless the BLM determines the DRECP 
geodatabase and other sources are adequate to 
assess cultural resources sensitivity of specific 
footprints. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

 GPL-CUL-6 For renewable energy activities and transmission,  
applicants will provide justification in the 
application why the project considerations merit 
moving forward if the specific footprint lies within 
an area identified or forecast as sensitive for 
cultural resources by the BLM.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

GPL-CUL-7 For renewable energy activities and transmission,  
applicants will complete the NHPA Section 106 
Process as specified in 36 CFR Part 800, or via an 
alternate procedure, allowed for under 36 CFR 
Part 800.14 prior to issuing a ROD or ROW grant 
on any utility-scale renewable energy or 
transmission project. For utility-scale solar energy 
developments, the BLM may follow the Solar 
Programmatic Agreement, if applicable.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Lands and Realty 
 GPL-LANDS-1 Lands within GPL are unavailable for disposal.  No The project section is not located on 

federal lands with this designation.  
 GPL-LANDS-2 Cost recovery funding used to process a ROW 

application may be used to adjudicate and remedy 
any conflicting land withdrawals, if necessary.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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applicable 

       

 
 

              

                    

   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Livestock Grazing 
 GPL-LIVE-1 

Comments 

Avoid siting solar developments in active livestock 
grazing allotments. If a ROW is granted for solar 
development in an active livestock grazing 
allotment, prior to solar projects being constructed 
in active livestock allotments, an agreement must 
be reached with the grazing permittee/lessee on  
the 2-year notification requirements. If any 
rangeland improvements such as, but not limited  
to, fences, corrals, or water storage projects, are to 
be impacted by energy projects, reach agreement 
with the BLM and the grazing permittee/lessee on 
moving or replacing the range improvement. This 
includes the costs for NEPA, clearances, and 
materials. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

 GPL-LIVE-2 In California condor use areas, wind energy ROW  s 
will include a term and condition requiring the 
permittee and wind operator to eliminate grazing of 
livestock.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

 GPL-LIVE-3 A no surface occupancy stipulation will be included 
on geothermal leases in active grazing allotments. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Recreation and Visitor Services 
GPL-RE  C-1 Retain, to the extent possible, the identified 

recreation setting characteristics: physical 
components of remoteness, naturalness and 
facilities; social components of contact, group size  
and evidence of use; and operational components 
of access, visitor services and management 
controls (see recreation setting characteristics 
matrix). 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

GPL-RE  C-2 Avoid large-scale ground disturbance within one-
half mile of Level 3 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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Appendix 2‐I 

CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

Recreation facility footprint including route access  
and staging areas. If avoidance isn’t practicable, 
the facility must be relocated to the same or higher 
standard and maintain recreation objectives and  
setting characteristics.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

GPL-RE  C-3 When considering large-scale development in the  
GPL areas, retain to the extent possible existing, 
approved recreation activities.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

GPL Recreation Mitigation Measures 
If impacts to recreation opportunities or setting 
characteristics identified in RMPs, or activity plans 
for designated recreation areas (SRMA, ERMA, 
OHV Areas, etc.), from proposed activities are 
identified, one or more of the following mitigation 
measures will be applied.  

See applicability  
below 

GPL-RE  C-4 For displacement of dispersed recreation 
opportunities, commensurate compensation in the 
form of enhanced recreation operations, recreation 
facilities or opportunities will be required. If 
recreation displacement results in resource 
damage due to increased use in other areas, 
mitigate that damage through whatever measures 
are most appropriate as determined by the 
Authorized Officer. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

GPL-RE  C-5 Where activitie  s displace authorized facilities, 
similar new recreation facilities/campgrounds 
(including but not limited to the installation of new 
structures including pit toilets, shade structures, 
picnic tables, installing interpretive panels, etc.), 
will be provided.  

No The project section is not located on
federal lands with this designation.  

 

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

GPL-RE  C-6 If designated vehicle routes are directly impacted 
by activities (includes modification of existing route 
to accommodate industrial equipment, restricted 
access or full closure of designated route, pull 
outs, and staging area’s to the public, etc.), 
mitigation will include the development of 
alternative routes to allow for continued vehicular 
access with proper signage, with a similar 
recreation experience. In addition, mitigation will 
also include the construction of an “OHV touring 
route” which circumvents the activity area and 
allows for interpretive signing materials to be 
placed at strategic locations along the new touring 
route, if determined to be appropriate by the 
Authorized Officer. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

GPL-RE  C-7 Impacts from third-party activities to authorized 
Special Recreation Permit activities will be 
mitigated by providing necessary planning and 
NEPA compliance documentation for Special 
Recreation Permit replacement activities, a  s 
determined appropriate on a case-by-case basis.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

GPL-RE  C-8 If residual impacts to SRMAs occur from third party 
activity impacts in GPLs areas, commensurate 
mitigation through relocation or replacement of 
facilities or compensation (in the form of a 
recreation operations and enhancement fund) will 
be required.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

GPL-RE  C-9 Within ERMAs, impacts from third-party 
development projects that do not enhance 
conservation or recreation goals will require 
commensurate mitigation through relocation or 
replacement of facilities.  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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Comments 

Visual Resources Management 
GPL-VRM-  1 Development in GPLs is required to incorporate 

visual design standards and include the best 
available, most recent BMPs, as determined by 
BLM (e.g. Solar, Wind, West Wide Energy 
Corridor, and Geothermal PEISs, the Best 
Management Practices for Reducing Visual 
Impacts of Renewable Energy Facilities on BLM-
Administered Lands, and other programmatic BMP
documents). 

 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

GPL-VRM-  2 Required Visual Resource BMPs. All development 
will abide by the BMPs addressed in the most 
recent version of the document “Reducing Visual  
Impacts of Renewable Energy Facilities on BLM-
Administered Lands” or its replacement, including, 
but not limited to the following:  

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Transmission: 
• Color-treat monopoles Shadow Gray per the

BLM Environmental Color Chart CC001 unless
a more effective color choice is selected by the
local Field Office VRM specialist. 

• Lattice towers and conductors will have non-
specular qualities.

• Lattice Towers will be located a minimum of
3/4 miles away from Key Observation Points
such as roads, scenic overlooks, trails,
campgrounds, navigable rivers and other areas
people tend to congregate and located against
a landscape backdrop when topography
allows. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

Solar – Color treat all facilities Shadow Gray from 
the BLM Environmental Color Chart CC001 unless 
a more effective color is selected by the Field 
Office VRM specialist, including but not limited to: 
• Concentrated solar thermal parabolic trough

panel backs
• Solar power tower heliostats
• Solar power towers
• Cooling towers
• Power blocks

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Wind – Color treat all facilities Shadow Gray with 
the exception of the wind turbine and towers 200 
vertical feet or more. 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Night Sky – BMPs to minimize impacts to night sky 
including light shielding 0will be employed.  

No The project section is not located on
federal lands with this designation.  

 

GPL-VRM-  3 Regional mitigation is required for visual impacts in 
GPLs. Mitigation will be based on the VRI class 
and the underlying visual value  s (scenic quality, 
sensitivity, and distance zone) for the development 
area as it stands at the time the ROD is signed for 
the DRECP. Compensation may involve 
reclamation of visual impacts that are present 
within other areas designated as BLM VRM Class I 
or II lands (so that they are no longer visible in the 
long term), mitigation on BLM lands inventoried as 
having equal to or greater visual resource values,  
or amending RMP for lands located within VRM 
Class III or IV to a higher level of  protection (VRM 
Class I or II) for areas that are visually intact with  
no cultural modifications and have visual resource 
inventoried values that are equal to or greater in 
value and place a protective Visual ACEC 
delineated around the compensatory mitigated 
area. The following mitigation ratios will be applied: 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

California High‐Speed Rail Authority May 2021 
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CMA # CMA Text Applicability Explanation: Why CMA is not 
applicable 

Comments 

VRI Class II 2:1 ratio No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

VRI Class III 1:1 ratio No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

VRI Class IV no mitigation required No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

Additional mitigation will be required where 
projects affect viewsheds of specially designated 
areas (e.g., National Scenic and Historic Trails). 

No The project section is not located on 
federal lands with this designation.  

ACEC = Area of Critical Environmental Concern 
APLIC = Avian Power Line Interaction Committee  
APN = Assessor’s Parcel Number 
Authority = California High-Speed Rail Authority 
BA = Biological Assessment 
BARTR = Biological and Aquatic Resources Technical Report 
BBCS = Bird and Bat Conservation Strategy 
BLM = Bureau of Land Management 
BMP = best management practice 
Caltrans = California Department of Transportation 
CESA = California Endangered Species Act 
CHSR = California High-Speed Rail 
CMA = Conservation and Management Action 
DETO = desert tortoise 
DFA = Development   Focus Area 
DRECP = Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan 
EIR/EIS = Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement 
ESA = Endangered Species Act (federal) 

FEMA = Federal Emergency Management   Agency 
FRA = Federal Railroad Administration  
HSR = high-speed rail 
IAMF = impact avoidance and minimization feature 

 LUPA = Land Use Plan Amendment 
O&M = operations and maint  enance 
OHP = California Office of Historic Preservation 
PCT = Pacific Crest Trail 
POD = Plan of Development 
RIPWET = Riparian and Wetland Vegetation Types and Associated Species 
ROW = right-of-way 
SRMA = Special Recreation Management Area  
TCA = tortoise conservation areas 
TM = Technical Memorandum 
USACE = United States Army Corps of Engineers 
USFWS = United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
WEAP = Worker Environmental Awareness Program 

May 2021 California High‐Speed Rail Authority 
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